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- The Great Western arrived at New York about 
o'clock, on Saturday, the 24th inst. having made 
Hie passage’ in sixteen days—a very short one for 
Ahis season of the year. 

_ Among the passengers are Mr. Bates, managing 
Partner of the late firn of Barring, Brothers & Co. 
With his lady and a party of friends; also professor 
Wayland, Joseph Hanni, esq. lady and daughter, 
“Miss Jaudon, &e. 

" The news brought by the Great Western will be 
ead with deep interest. 

a ENGLAND. 


Non-arrival of the President. Up to the closing 


| @f the mail from Liverpool to London, on the 7th 


“ust. the steamer President had not arrived, and it 
Will be seen by the following extracts from the Lon- 
You Courier, that the most painful anxiety prevail- 
“cd concerning her fate. 

> A rumor prevailed here yesterday, and was pret- 
Wy generally credited, that the President, about 
PWhich such painful surmises are afloat, had been 





Been making for the Azores, in order to procure 
Bucl. The statement turns out to be incorrect, but 

s yesterday was Sunday, it was almost impossible 
We trace it to its origin. Two vessels arrived here 
Besterday from St. Michaels, one of the Azores— 
Whe Lynx and the Star of the West. They sailed 
company on Thursday week, and arrived with 
Whe same tide. The crew of both vessels say that 





Wrom the time of the sailing until reaching the chan- 
Wel, they saw no steamer whatever. This is con- 
Mlusive asto the falsehood of the report. There 


Ban be no doubt that the President experienced the | 
Wane hurricane which the Caledonia steamer en- | 


Mountered on the 13th aud 14th ult. which is de- 
nibed by some old captains on board as being one 
WB! the most severe they ever witnessed in the At- 
Mic. In the mean time, public anxiety is stretch- 
7 'o its utmost teasion respecting her fate; and it 
: ” lorms the almost exclusive subject of conver- 
ation. 
» 7th, P. M.—The accounts received from Liver- 
Pool this morning describe the excitement existing 
' account of the President to exceed any thing of 
Me kind ever remembered in connection with ship- 
ug. As yet we have nothing on which to found 
| y Satisiaclory opinion respecting the cause of de- 
q the Liverpool Albion says—nothing whatever 





#s been heard of the President steamer. If she 

_ @*s run to the sonthward, and made for the West- 

#° isles, for the purpose of replenishing her coal, 

ve ISHotyetdue. The Liverpool steam ship was, 

the winter of 1839, compelled to run to the same 

ands to replenish her coal, having been 27 days 

the passage from New York to Liverpool, via 

tyal. ‘The prevalent opinion is, that the Presi- 

ut must have ran io the Western isles, and that 
t may be expected to arrive in a few davs. 

VoL. X—Sia. 9. ; 
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itlement of the dispute between this country and 





[From the Shipping Gazette of April 7.) 

Half past three—27 per cent. has been paid out 
of doors on the President, and there is a doubt whe- 
ther any thing less than 30 per cent. would be ac- 
cepted in the subscription room at Lloyd’s. She 
was first insured at five per cent. 

House of commons—Case of McLeod. Viscount 
Palmerston said that the next motion in the paper 
was one of the honorable member from Kilkenny, 


relating to the differences at present existing be- 
tween this country and the government of the Unit- 


ed States, and to the arrest of McLeod. He put it 
to his honorable friend whether, at the present mo- 
ment, he would think it necessary to bring this 
question under the consideration of the house. For 
his part, he did not see the expediency of bringing 
forward this question at the present moment.— 
( Hear.) 

He trusted that there existed, on the part both of 
the government of the United States and that of 
this country, an anxious desire to bring this matter 
to an amicable and satisfactory termination. (Hear, 
hear.) ‘These matters had excited a strong feeling 
both at this side of the Atlantic and the other, and 
whilst these matters were the subject of communi- 
cation between the two governments, any thing 
like a discussion of their details could only tend to 
delay, perhaps to defeat the object, not only of his 
honorable friend, but that of the English govern- 
ment and the governinent of the United States.— 
(Hear, hear.) He hoped, therefore, his honorable 
friend would postpone his motion. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Hume said, no person was more anxious to 
see relations of friendship manifested between this 
country and the United States. He was opposed 
to war of any kind, but a war with the U. States 
would be a most unnatural war. (Hear, hear.)— 
After what had been stated by the noble lord, he 
had no objection to postpone his motion. 

Last night, in the house of commons, Mr. Hume 
was about to move for all the correspondence in the 
Caroline affair, but desisted, at the request of lord 
Palmerston, who stated that if the negociations are 
made public at present it might embarrass proceed- 
ings between the two governinents—both of whoin 
were desirous of preserving peace. Mr. Hume 
said, he would postpone his call till after the recess. 


Preparations. The London Naval and Military 
Gazette says that sixteen war steamers are ordered 
to be built, six of the first class and ten of the se- 
cond, all to be armed with guns of ten inch calibre. 
Several of these will be laid down immediately, and 
the frames of the whole covered without delay, so 
as to be ready against the engines are prepared. 


The robbery at Windsor castle. April 6th. This 
morning Richard Lovegrove, the party suspected 
of being concerned in the extensive depredations at 
the castle, and who was advertised in the Police 
Gazette of Friday, arrived at Windsor by the eight 
o’clock train from Paddington, with the high con- 
stable of Windsor and another person named Need- 
bam, to whom, it is stated, (but from the secresy 
observed it is iinpossible at present to obtain the 
correct particulars), he gave himself up in the 
course of yesterday. 

Thomas Stevenson, ex-mayor of Stafford, has 
been examined and held to bail on a charge of for- 
gery. 

There was another rumor, coming by way of 
Russia, on the Gth, that the China dispute bad been 
adjusted, but it was not credited. Even the Globe, 
anxious to grasp at any thing favorable, could only 


Corn market—Liverpool, April 6.. Since last 
market day the arrivals have been of fair amount, 
both of wheat and oats, and also flour, from the U. 
States. The weather is variable, but on the whole 
very seasonable. At to-day’s market the better 
kinds of British and foreign wheat were both more 
in request; and though the sales were limited in 
amount, they fully realized the prices of this day 
week. Inferior kinds, however, were 1d. or 2d. low- 
er. 
A reduction of 6d. per barrel and Is, per sack 
was submitted to, but at the reduced rates the sales 
were entirely of a retail description. No sales in 
bond are reported. Oats declined 1d. to 2d. per 45 
lb. and were dull of sale. Oatmeal was also 3d. to 
6d. a sack lower, and only in very limited demand. 
Other articles were steady at former quotations. 

Cotton market. We have had a steady market 
to day, at which 2,000 bags of all descriptions have 
been sold, including 200 Orleans at 8d. for export, 
and notin bond. Prices are steady; in fact we no- 
tice no change whatever. 

FRANCE. 

There is very little news of importance in the 
Paris papers, which are still occupied to a great 
extent with the fortification bill. The journals, 
the most opposed to the project, seem to think that 
even now some means may be devised to prevent 
it from being carried into execution. 

The copyright bill has been rejected by the 
chamber of deputies. The main principle of the 
bill was to give the family of an anthor or artist an 
exclusive interest in his works for thirty-years af- 
ter his decease. This principle appeared at one 
moment to be agreed to; but other difficulties arose, 
and the bill, after a fortnight’s discussion, has been 
lost. 

Military and navalpower. The forces of France, 
by sea and land, amount to 492,671 men, and 
112,774 horses, for the army; and for the navy to 120, 
arined vessels, viz: 20 ships of the line, 22 frigates 
43 corvettes, brigs, &c. and 35 steamers—manned 
by 46,418 seamen, besides 4,350 artillerymen, and 
15,551 infantry, to defend the ports, arsenals and 
colonies. 

AFRICA. 

The Monitor publishes advices from Algiers of the 
23d ult. The departure of the expedition destined to 
revictual the garrisons of Miliana and Medeah had 
been delayed several days, in order that the duke de 
Aumale might accompany it. It was to consist of 
10 battalions of infantry, aad a regiment of African 
chesseurs, with a battery of field artillery, and 
would remain 15 days. 

An order of the governor general, which placed 
the national guards of the colony under the com- 
mand of the military authorities, had created con- 
siderable dissatisfaction among the European po- 
pulation of Algiers. This excitement had been 
greatly increased by the proclamation of gen. Bu- 
guead, declaring Algeria to be under martial law. 

A letter from Angiers in the Journal des Debats, 
dated the 2d instant, says, that an immense float of 
timber, larger than any which is remembered to 
have descended to the Loire since the wars of the 
empire, bas passed Pont de Ce on its way to In- 
dret. It adds, that this is not a fourth of the con- 
tingent, which is to be supplied by the country 
washed by that river. This timber is designed, it 
is said, for the construction of the French trans- 
Atlactic steamers which are to be completed by 
the end of the present year. 

TUKEY. 





present the following: 
The source of the report which we gave yester- 
day in our city correspondence, respecting the set- | 


China, was letters received via Petersburg by par- 
ties who, on a former occasion, (the arrival of our 
expedition near the month of the Pekin river), had 
intelligence of it by the same route some weeks 
earlier than the India mails, 

Without, therefore, being able to confirm the re- 
port from other sources, we hope that its substance, 
the concession of our claims by the Chinese, will 
prove correct, and that the next arrivals froin the 
East will confirm the satislactory conclusion anti- 
cipated. 

Count Surviliiers (Joseph Bonaparte) has been 
dlarmingly ill, but was cousidercd better at the last 
accoulis. 


Affairs of the east. We have advices from Con- 
stanUnople of the 27th ult. The Ottoman fleet re- 
turned to that capitol on the 16th, and had resumed 


|its former station along the European bank of the 


Bosphorus. 

In a conference held at Therapia, at lord Pon- 
sonby’s house, the reply of the porte to the petition 
of Mehemet Ali had been discussed, The result 
of this conference is affirmed to be that the porte is 
left to the alternative of yielding the modification 
sought by Mehemet Aliof that part of the hatti 
scheriff which relates to the hereditary succession 
to the pashalic, or of relinquishing all claim to the 
future intervention of the four powers in favor of 
Turkey. The divan, it is therefore supposed, will 
conforin to the wishes of the ambassadors. This 
state of things is generally regarded as equivalent 





to a settiement of the eastern question. Thus far 
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we report from a well informed Constantinople cor- 
respondent. Upon his statement we need only re- 
mark that the united influence of the four powers 
upon the decision of the divan cannot fail of suc- 
cess, that influence being exercised in support only 
of the reasonable petition of the pasha. 

The treaty or convention initiated, (paraphe), 
on the 15th ult. by the representatives of the five 
great European powers and the ambassador of the 
porte, contains: 

A preamble of considerable length, stating and 
recognizing the rights of the Ottoman porte as an 
independent power in her relations with the other 
European nations. 

Articles 1 and 2, which stipulates the closing of 
the Dardanelles against all foreign ships of war, 
without distinction: 

Article 3, which consists of an invitation to all 
friendly powers, not parties to the treaty, to accede 
to it; a 

Article 4, which relates merely to the exchange 
of the ratifieations within a given time. 

The above are the entire contents of this im- 
portant convention. 

SPAIN. 

We have received by express intelligence from 
Madrid of the 27th and 28th ultimo. 

The regency question was more than ever ‘the 
order of the day. In case the cortes should adopt 
the principle of a single regency, the duke of Vic- 
tory willcertainly be raised to that elevated station. 
But, if that of the triple regency should prevail, the 
authority will! in all probability devolve on the duke, 
M. Arguelles and general Evaristo San Migule. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The steam ship Natchez, captain Swiler, arrived 
from Havana, with dates to the 15th inst. She brought 
over 70 passengers. 

By the Courier of last evening, we learn, that a 
few hours previous to the departure of the Natchez, 
intelligence reached Havana, that 62 negroes from 
Jamaica, believed to be abolitionist emissaries, had 
effected a landing onthe south side of Cuba. Thirty 
of those black subjects of queen Victoria had been 
arrested, and ordered to be shot. The Spanish an- 
thorities were in pursuit of the others. Otherwise 
every thing was tranquil on the island. 

[N. O. Pycaune. 
TEXAS. 

Galveston dates to the 13th instant have been re- 
ceived at New Orleans. 

Judge Webb has been appointed envoy extraordi- 
narv and minister plenipotentiary to Mexico, and is 
to be conveyed by the San Bernard to Vera Cruz. 

There had been another fight with the Indians, 


about fifty miles above Austin, in which eight In- | 


dians were killed and 30 horses captured. ‘The ex- 
pedition was under the command of capt. Dolson, 
who was badly wounded. 

The Texian steamship Zavalla, arrived on the 8th 
from Yucatan. She bad on board $8,460 in specie, 
having received $10,000 for services rendered by 
the Texian navy in taking Tobasco. 

A gentleman had arrived in Houston, from — an 
Antonio, on his way to New Orleans, with $20,000 
in specie to purchase goods for the Mexican market. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Thomas W. Newton, to be marshal for the dis- 
trict of Arkansas. 

John G. Miller, to be postmaster at Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Justin Butterfield, to be attorney for the district 
of Illinois. 

Martin Duralde, naval officer at New Orleans, 
vice Henry D. Peire. 

John Willock, surveyor and inspector of the re- 
venue at Pittsburg, Pa. vice Robert H. Kerr. 

Land officers. — Receivers. 

Stoddard Judd, Green Bay, Wisconsin, vice L. S. 
Pease. 

Joseph C. Hawkins, Burlington, Iowa, vice Ver. 
plank Van Antwerp. ’ 

Ralph Guild, at Jackson, Missouri, vice Felix G. 
Allen. 

Nathan Webster, at Natchitoches, Louisiana, vice 
Benoits Laurents. 





Registers. 
William Ross, Burlingtun, Iowa, vice Enos Lowe. 
Paraclete Potter, Milwaukee, Wiskonsan, vice A. 
B. Morton. 
Levi Sterling, at Muskoday, Wiskonsan, vice 
Pascall Bequette. 





PRESENTATION OF FOREIGN MINISTERS. Pre- 
sident TyLer received the diplomatic body on Sa- 
turday, at two o’clock, at the president’s mansion. 
In the absence of the British minister, Mr. Fox, 
(who, we are sorry to say, was kept away by in- 
disposition), the Russian minister, Mr. Bodisco, 


appeared at the head of the corps. We give be- 
low his address to the president, on behalf of him- 
self and his colleages, and the president’s reply. 

As the members of the body were respectively 
presented, the president spoke to each of them of 
the relations, present or past, between his country 
and the United States, and of his hope of the con- 
tinuance of amicable relations; and received from 
all congratulations and the assurance of the desire 
uf peace and amity with his country. 

In these short conversations with gentlemen, 
mostly stranger to him, the president was particu- 
larly happy, and this, his first official intercourse 
with the representatives of other nations, was, we 
doubt not, exceedingly satisfactory. Nothing, in- 
deed, could be more appropriate or in better taste 
than the president’s remarks, aud the replies of the 
several members of the corps. [ Nat. Intel. 

Mr. Bodisco’s address— translation. 

Mr. PresipEnt: The United States having been 
suddenly deprived of its supreme head, the consti- 
tution has invested you with the chief magistracy 
of the union. 

The diplomatic corps has the honor to appear be- 
fore you, Mr. President, for the purpose of express- 
ing through me, its organ, its concern in the me- 
lancholy event which has so unexpectedly removed 
general HARRISON from the hopes of the American 
people. The diplomatic corps, hastens also to offer 
up its vows, Mr. President, that your administra- 
tion may be distinguished by the maintenance of 
all the existing friendly relations, and by a constant 
increase in the prosperity of the United States. 

The diplomatic corps embraces this opportunity, 
Mr. President, to assure you of its earnest desires 
to merit your confidence and esteem. 

The president’s reply. 

Mr. Minister: In my character of chief ma- 
gistrate of the United States, and in the name of 
the people thereof, I have to return to the diploma. 
tic corps, whom on this occasion you represent, 
my acknowledgments for their expression of con- 
dolence on account of the bereavement which this 
country has so recently sustained in the death of 
its lamented and illustrious president. I take oc- 
casion, at the same time, to give the assurance that 
iny most earnest desire, as his constitutional suc- 
cessor, will be to maintain and cherish the friendly 
relations which now se happily subsist between our 
respective countries. 

The people of the United States regard their 
own prosperity as intimately connected with that 


of the entire family of nations, and the cultivation | 
| or 43,560 pounds of leaves per acre; 100 pounds of 





of the feelings of mutual amity as the best mode of 
‘advancing that important end. 

| Isincerely desire that the residence of the diplo- 
_matic corps near this government may prove every 
way agreeable to them; to accomplish which no- 
| thing shall be wanting on my own pait. 





THE coTToN crop. We gave it as our opinion 
on the Ist of March, that the falling off in the crop 
for the latter part of the year, would be greater in 

| proportion than for the preceding five months, and 
‘on this we based a calculation that the present crop 
would not exceed 1,600,000 baies. The receipts for 
the month of March indicate that it will fall short of 
that. And nothing is more certain now, than that 
the deficiency is general, although more oppres- 
sively great in South Carolina-and Georgia than in 
the southwest. On the first of March the excess 
of the last, over the present crop, was as we stated, 
something more than 200,000 bales. ‘The following 
is a table of receipts of cotton at the principal south- 
ern ports at dates nearest the first of April. 

1840-1. 1839 40. 














New Orleans, March 31, 628,189 709,342 
Mobile, o- 27, 265,388 308,486 
Florida, "iets 27, 62,726 832,050 
Georgia, April 2, 96,365 193,258 
S. Carolina, “ 3, 145,255 217,586 
Total, 1,199,853 1,511,722 
1,199,853 

Deficiency of present crop. 311,869 


It appears from this that the receipts of March, 
1841, have fallen short of March, 1840, by 100,000 
bales, which indicates that the crop is nearly ex- 
hausted, for March is ever a brisk month and the 
navigation for the greater part of it has been good. 
The freshet may have had some influence, but fora 
very brief space. In short, the prospect of the crop 
for the remainirg part of the year is gloomy enough, 
and should warn all men to spend as little noney as 
possible. 

In regard to the disposition of that part of the 
crop which has already come to market, there is 
little to remark. The export coastwise is influ- 
enced by so many circumstances, that it is not 
easy to draw any conclusion fro: it. This item 








has increased the present season about o rap 
thousand bales, ot as this is not explained Aiodred 
considerable increase in the aggreyate of foreise 
exports and of stocks at New York, we may vine 
pose that the domestic consumption has alread a 
vanced. bad 

In regard to the direct foreign exports. it s 
be observed, that the exports ta Great Britain ag 
on the Ist of April last year, very nearly equalled the 
exports of this season to all foreign places. §tjjj the 
stock on hand in the southern ports is much |e : 
than in 1840. “ 

The amount of Sea Islands approaches much near 
er to the crop of last year than was anticipated, 
The comparison on the Ist of April is as follows: 

1841, 16,301 bales, 
1840, 19,049 bales. 

Of all the southern states Georgia will suffer Most 
from the deficiency. Notonly because the deficiency 
is there greatest, but her citizens are greatly in debi. 
her banking system is in the extremest confusio), 
and a number of state works in progress, involving 
a greater expenditure, The entanglement of the 
state with rotten banks will add to the distress, jf jt 
does not bring about public bankruptcy and a grand 
explosion of the credit system in Georgia. 

{ Charleston Mercury. 





THE SILK AND COTTON CULTURE. The faisino 
of silk appears to be attracting attention in our state. 
and as it becomes better understood, the advantages 
to be derived from it will be acknowledged, and its 
culture generally and extensively gone into. That 
silk can be raised here with greater profit than cot- 
ton is proved by the following statement: 

We make from 300 to 600 pounds of cotton per 
acre worth about 9 cents per pound, or $54 for 600 
pounds. Cost of raising: one hand makes abou} 
2,400 pounds per year, worth on an avarage $216: 
wages of one hand $150 per year; board of same 
and clothing, $50 per year; for bagging and rope 
for 6 bales of cotton $15; freight, &c. on the same 
$9; commission and storage at least $9; rent of 6 
acres of land $24; total expenses of raising 6 bales 
of cotton $257; present value of do. $216; loss iy 
making six bales of cotton or on the service of one 
man per year, at present prices of cotton, $41. 
There may be put on an acre of ground 14,520 imno- 
rus multicaulis trees for the first year, by planting 
the rows three feet apart, and the trees one foot apart 
in the rows. These trees will produce each three 
pounds of leaves the first year, (on such land as 
will not produce one-half bale of cotton per acre), 


leaves will make one pound of silk. Thus you 
will have the first year 435 6-10 pounds of silk per 
acre. ‘This is worth at the lowest price $5 per 
pound, or $2,178 per acre. One hand can tend even 
more than this. Services of one hand per year 
$150, clothing and food $50, rent of one acre of 
ground $4; total expenses $204; total produce 2,178 
dollars; clear profit of one acre and labor of one man 
for one year $1,974. [N. O. Bulletin. 





TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

The restrictive system of Great Brilain. ‘The last 
number of the Edinburgh Review contains an ar 
ticle based upon the report of the committee ap- 
pointed last year by the house of coinmons ‘to in: 
quire into the several duties levied on imports into 
the United Kingdom” with reference to the effects 
of the same on the revenue. 

The Review advocates a reduction, and the report 
of the committee tends the same way. But so high 
are the rates of British duties at present upon all 
articles from abroad that may come in competition 
with home productions, or which may be made (0 
yield revenue, that a very considerable reductiol 
might be made throughout the whole system, and 
still leave the standard of duties higher than the 
friends of a tariff here would wish to see it fixed 0 
the United States. 

One reason that is urged for a reduction of the 
restrictive duties in England—and no doubt a vely 
cogent one—is, that unless the productions of !0 
reign countries are admitted upon more favorable 
terins, the reciprocity of retaliation will be adopted 
against English productions. The Review says— 
“The duties that the United States and Brazil will 
impose on our manufactures will in all probabilily 
be so entirely prohibitory, unless we consent to ad: 
init the productions of those countries into our por! 
that the time is arrived when the serious questo! 
must be seriously met—whether it is fit that W® 
should go on sacrificing our greatest national !" 
terests to the practice of giving protection to the 
private interests of a comparatively small portion ol 
the community.” 

The corn laws, according to the estimates of the 


committee, impose atax of eleven millions pou! ; 


sterling on the British community annually. The 
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duties on foreign coffee in England are fifteen pence 
er pound, and on colonial coffee six pence.— 

t is recommended to reduce the former to six 
ence, and the latter to four pence. Now the lowest 

duty here named, imposed too on colonial coffee, is 

higher than any one would wish to see imposed in 

this country on foreign coffee. 

While England talks of free trade, her course will 
probably show no greater abandonment of the re- 
strictive system than will result to the benefit of her 
revenue or than may be forced upon her by the fear 
of retaliatory duties on the part of other nations. 

When he subject of increased duties comes up for 
discussion in congress there are three considerations 
which will force themselves prominently into notice. 
The first is concerning revenue; the second relating 
to protection; and the third embracing the principle 
of retaliatory duties. The first belongs to a perma- 
nent system of things, and is indispensable to the 
government—for revenue must be had, and direct 
taxation is not likely to be resorted to for that pur- 
pose. Protection is considered as pertaining to the 
manufacturing interest; retaliatory duties are de- 
signed for the benefit of the agricultural portion of 
the union. Now it is essentially necessary that pro- 
tection in this country must be moderate—for if by 
the action of retaliatory duties on our part Great 
Britain shall be induced to admit American flour, 
tobacco, provisions, &c. it will follow that we must 
adinit her manufactures without heavy duties. The 
great principle of our commercial policy is that we 
will trade with all nations that receive pay in Ame- 
rican commodities. The other side of the rule 
should be observed, too, if we would be consistent. 

The amount of protection which good policy re- 
quires in our system should be embraced in a tariff 
{or revenue, and be established perinanently. It is 
stability that is needed more than high rates of im- 
post. Within the limits of a tariff for revenue a 
judicious protection may be administered, and as it 
will be directed to the fostering of interests which 
have a substantial basis in the domestic resources 
of the country, the benefit which it proffers to 
classes will be extended to all; national wealth will 
be augmented by the increase of national produc- 
tiveness; and the employment of numbers in new 
branches of business will leave other vocations to 
realize better profits. [ Baltimore American. 

More InpDIAN TROUBLES. Advices from Wis- 
kousan, under date of April 10, are that large bodies 
of Sioux, were gathering in the neighborhood of 
Fort Snelling, with intent as was supposed of making 
an attack upon it. One of the tribe, it seems being 
drunk and disorderly within the limits of the garri- 
son and resisting an attempt to remove hiin, was shot 
down; hence the hostile aspect of the tribe. Two 
companies from Winnebago and Crawford had been 
ordered to Fort Snelling. 

Burt’s PATENT SOLAR CoMPASs. Extract of a 
letter received at the general land office from the 
office of surveyor general at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
ys to the above named instrument. April 8, 

Mr. Bart is the inventor of this instrument, and 
has patented it. His specification, describing its 
construction and use, is in the patent office at Wash- 
ington, to which I beg leave to refer you fora mi- 
nute account of it. ‘There is fixed to it a moveable 
arch, which is elevated to the /atitude of the place, 
and on this is attached a brass bar, which is again 
elevated or lowered to the declination of the sun at 
the time of observation. By the proper adjustment 
of these parts, and causing the rays of the sun to 
pass through a small aperture at the upper end of 
the bar, so that a small image of the sun is formed 
upon the centre of two fine lines upon a silver plate 
at the other end, the sights of the compass (if previ- 
ously adjusted tothe meridian of the instrument) 
Will then be on the true meridian of the place, and 
by turning them as in other compasses can give any 
angle therefrom. 

_ the advantage of this instrument over every other 

in Use seems to be this: When the sun shines upon 

Ht, its adjustment to the true meridian of the place is 

the work of a moment only, and any course desired 

oe taken instantly by turning the sights to the 
ne, 

No matter what the variation of the needle may 

°, or the strength or variableness of the local at- 
traction, this compass gives unerringly the true me- 
ridian every time it is setin the light of the sun, and 
Can in no wise be in the least affected by any change 
of te Variation of the needle, or any degree of local 
. raction. This constitutes its superiority over the 
leet compass, particularly fur running exterior 
Ownship lines. 

Ir. Burt has used it with success for three or four 
Ha and Mr. John Mallett and his son James, Mr. 

ovgson, Mr. Brevoort, Mr. Brink, Mr. Clason, 





and others of my ablest deputies in Michigan have 
laid aside the common compass, and adopted the so- 
lar instrument with high commendation. 

The most of these compasses have been made in 
this city, (Cincinnati), where they may be procur- 
ed to order by addressing the manufacturer, Mr. 
Henry Ware. : 

His price for the patent solar compass is $100 
independent of the charge of the patentee which is 
from $15 to $20. 


THE ARMY, 

Cadets at the military academy. The National 
Intelligencer of the 27th ult. states, that appoint- 
ments of cadets were made previous to the 4th of 
March last, by the late administration to the full 
extent authorised by law, and of a sufficient num- 
ber beyond that extent to make it certain that no 
appointments will be made within this year, unless 
perhaps of two youths, a grandson and another re- 
lative of the late president, whom it has been de- 
termined to appoint to the first vacancies in that 
corps which shall occur. 

The following letter from one of the correspon- 
dents of the Savannah Republican is the latest ad- 
vice received from the seat of war: 

Florida, April 16, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: [ have nothing at present that will 
interest you or your readers about the Florida war. 
We are ‘‘in staiu quo.” Reports, however, from 
Tampa are unfavorable. Coosa Tustenuggee, who 
went out to bring in his people, has not even brought 
himself back. B ther chiefs, of whom Gen. Armi- 
stead was sanguine, have become lukewarm, and 
the general impression in these parts is that the 
business of emigration will “wind up” with ano- 
ther swnmer campaign. Alec Tustenuggee is still 
quiet. No one knows where he has betaken him- 
self. We shall doubtless hear of his position ere 
long, as you are aware he is the most restless of the 
Florida bandits. I will give you the cue of the 
war frequently—-but do not close it too suddenly, 
lest, like an imperfectly cured wound, it break out 
afresh to the annoyance of yourself and readers. 
Yours, &c. 


We learn from a passenger in the Gen. Clinch, 
capt. Brooks, from Pilatka, that an express rider 
passing from Tampato Fort Clinch, on the Withla- 
cooche river, was shot between Anutaliga swamp 
and Fort Clinch. Two balls were found in the 
nail bags, which were brought in by the horse, and 
first, by his presence, gave notice of the attack. 


Lieut. Woodruff, 2d infantry, died at Fort Holmes 
a few days since. [Savannah Georgian. 


eee 


THE NAVY. 

A letter from the American consul at the Cape 
de Verd islands, dated Villa de Praia, 23d Februa- 
ry, says: “The United States ships Dolphin and 
Grampus are still here, and all are improving fast. 
The Cyane left ten days since for Monrovia, Libe- 
ria, to return soon, when I presume they willleave 
us. Infact there are ne more bud cases on board.” 





STATES OF THE UNION, 
VERMONT. 

The censors in this state, who are chosen once in 
seven years, and whose duty it is to examine whe- 
ther the !aws have been adininistered in accordance 
with the constitution, and to exercise a general su- 
pervision over the executive and legislative depart- 
inents, were chosen on the 3Ist ult. The number of 
censors is thirteen; one from each county. The whig 
candidates were successful. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Election of governor. The official vote for go- 

vernor, by counties, is as follows: 








1841. 1840. 
Counties. Ellsworth. Niles. Ellsworth. Niles. 
Harford, 5,194 3,860 6,045 4,687 
New Haven, 4,520 3,336 4,951 4,160 
New London, 3,241 2,617 3,569 3,068 
Fairfield, 4.079 3,282 4,789 4,000 
Windham, 2.343 1,807 2,686 2,387 
Litchfield, 3,996 3,211 4,298 4,843 
Middlesex, 1,879 1,903 2,258 2,277 
Tolland, 1,734 1,372 1,959 1,561 
Total, 26,986 21,388 30,555 25,989 

Ellsworth’s maj. 5,598 Do. 4,572 


NEW YORK. 

The legislature is yet in session, and will be so 
for some weeks. It would seem that the resolution 
relative to McLeod and the resolution touching the 
controversy beween this state and Virginia have both 
been abandoned for the present. 

Chamber of commerce. Ata meeting yesterday, 
after considerable debate, the motion to appoint a 
committee for the purpose of prepaiing a wemurial 
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to congress in favor of a national bank, was adopted 
by a vote of 38 to 18. [N. Y. Signal. 


PENNSYLVANIA. . 
The legislature yet continues in session, having 
rescinded the resolution to adjourn on the 27th ult. 


Resignation. The hon. Enos Hook, member of 
congress from the 27th district in Pennsylvania, has 
resigned his seat on account of ill health. He was 
a friend to the last administration. 


It is stated in the Pennsylvanian that on Monday 
last three hundred and eighty cars passed Parks- 
burg, on the Columbia rail road. 


Business convention. A convention is called in 
Harrisburg, on the 25th of May next, in which the 
agricultural, mechanical and nining interests of the 
commonwealth are to be represented. To consider 
the present condition of the various branches of in- 
dustry pursued within the limits of the state—exa- 
mine their immediate and prospective resources — 
inquire into the measures most suitable for their 
future relief froin pressing embarrassments, and for 
their future protection, and lay the result before 
tne people for their consideration, are the objects 
of the convention. 


MARYLAND, 

Testimonies of respect to the late president. The 
tribute paid to the lamented Witt1am Henry Har- 
RISON, by the citizens of Baltimore on Monday last, 
which day was observed by them unanimously as a 
day of mourning and solemnities, was among the 
most imposing demonstrations of any community 
inthe union. We delay the details for our next 
number, in order to register it more fully than we 
could do in this number. 


The secretary of state. James Murray, esq. has 
resigned the office of secretary of state. We have 
heard of no appointment having yet been made of 
a successor. 


Congressional candidates. The arrangements for 
the election which takes place on the 17th May are 
in progress by the political parties. 

In the first district, it is understood that no can- 
didate will be named by the Van Buren party, and 
no regular nomination has been made by the whigs. 
Mr. Dennis, the late whig representative, declines 
re-election. Three whig candidates are in the field. 

In the second district, Mr. P. F. Thomas, the late 
Van Buren representative, is nominated as the can- 
didate of that party, and Jumes 4. Pearce, esq. the 
former whig representative is nominated by a whig 
convention as his opponent. 

In the third district, lately represented by Mr. 
Worthington, (V. B.) James W. Williams, esq. of 
Harford county,.is nominated by the Van Buren 
convention of the district—Dr. Orrick, of Baltimore 
county, (V. B.) is also a candidate. Mr. Wm. S. 

Winder, esq. (whig) is also announced as a candi- 
date. 

Fourth district—Both the late Van Buren repre- 
sentatives having declined, James Murray and Fran- 
cis Gallagher, esqs. have been nominated by a con- 
vention of that party, and are opposed by J. P. 
Kennedy and Alexander Randall, esqs. nominated by 
a whig convention. 

Filth district—William Cost Johnson, esq. the 
late (whig) representative is a candidate, and is 
opposed by Anthony Kimmell, esq. also whig—no 
convention and no Van Buren opposition. 

Sixth district—Francis Thomas, esq. (V. B.) the 
late member, having declined, John Thompson Ma- 
son, esq. has been nominated by a convention of 
that party. Heis opposed by Edward A. Lynch, 
esq. nominated by a whig convention. 

Seventh district—Mr. Jenifer, the late (whig) re- 
presentative, having declined, and Augustus R. Sol- 
lers, esq. of Calvert county, having been nominated 
by a whig convertion, on the 22d instant, Thomas 
W. Bowie, of Prince Georges, a whig who had of- 
fered his services, retires from the field. 

Revenue appointments for the district and port of 
Baltimore, to take effect on the Ist May. 

Robert D. Millhollaud, weigh master, vice Henry 
Mc Kinnell. 

Leonard Frailey, gauger, vice Robert Bines. 

Matthew Kelly, inspector, vice C, L. Gantt. 

Win. D. Greethain, inspector, vice P. Laurenson. 

Edward Wells, inspector, vice Thos. S. Williams. 

John Showacre, inspector, vice D. H. Hudson. 

Sebastian Sultzer, inarker, vice M. H. Keene. 

William Batchelor, watchman, vice J. I. Laty. 

Christian Slemmer, watchman, vice M.H: Keene. 

[ Patriot. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Manufactures. Cotton manufactories are rapidly 
springing up at the south. 

The Fayette Observer says, that within a short 
time, two new cotton factories have gone into ope- 
ration in that vicinity. It also states that there are 
now six cotton factories in operation in that town, 
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employing 11,498 spindles, 160 looms, 417 persons 
and a capital of $299,000. 
MISSISSIPPI. 

Oakland college—Munificent donation. The Nat- 
chez Courier says: ‘‘we learn with pleasure, thata 
wealthy lady, in the vicinity of Oakland college, has 
subscribed $15,000 to that valuable institution of 
learning. 


MISSOURI. 

Excitement, burglery, murder und arson at St. 
Louis. About 1 o’clock on the night of the 17th 
April, the large building occupied by Simmonds & 
Morrison, as a commission honse, and by W. G. 
Pettis, as a banker, was discovered to be on fire. 
On opening the door of the banking house, the dead 
body of Jacob Weaver was discovered, bearing the 
inarks of a pistol shot over his eye, and sundry 
other wounds inflicted with a sharp instrument. 
This young man was a clerk of another firm, but 
in the habit of sleeping with Jesse Baker, a clerk 
of the commission house. Baker was missing. 
The fire extended. In the course of it, one of the 
walls fell and killed a fireman by the name of Ansel 
S. Kimball. His remains were soon after recover- 
ed from the ruins. The body of Jesse Baker, the 
other clerk, was found on Monday morning beneath 
the ruins of the bank vault, bis head and neck burnt 
to the bone—it is thought he was killed by the 
robbers, while attacking them or defending the 
vaults of the bank. A report of a pistol was heard 
that night in the banking house. 

The excitement in the city of course was at the 
highest pitch and every effort was making to de- 
tect the perpetrators. 

A meeting of the citizens was held—a committee 
of 12 for each ward appointed, to ferret out the mur- 
derers, and.the mayor ollered a reward of $5,000 for 
the arrest and conviction of the perpetrators of the 
act. The St. Louis fire company offered an ad- 
ditional reward of $300. 

The loss by the fire is estimated at $42,000. It 
is supposed the burglars were after a large sum of 
money which had been deposited in bank the day 
previous, but if so, they were foiled for the money 
and papers were found after the fire was extinguish- 
ed, safe in the vault. 

An old woman had also been murdered in Flairs- 
out township for $100. The :nurderer was commit- 


ted to jail. 
FLORIDA, 


Gov. R. K. Cali. Fifty-four guns were fired in 
this city by the whig party, on the receipt of the in- 
telligence of Richard K. Cail being appointed go- 
vernor of this territory. [ St. dugusline News. 

Wild Cat. Extract ofa letter from an officer of 
the Sth regiment to his friend in Albany, dated New 
Orleans, April 2. 

“fam hereon my way to Arkansas, with 200 
wretched Seminole Indians. ‘They are the rem- 
nants of a Spartan race. The men are noble, hardy- 
looking fellows, whom you can but respect, though 
they have murdered the innocent and unoffending; 
but the women and children excite your pity and 
commisseration. On our tedious voyage hither 
they laid about the deck, perfectly resigned and ap- 
parently indifferent to their fate, careless of life and 
fearless of death. 

“[ was at Fort Cummings when the noted chief 
Coacoochee, or Wild Cat, came in fora ‘talk.’ This 
man is remarkable for the many incidents in his 
life, and for his bold and daring spirit. He was once 
a prisoner, but made his escape through a hole in 
the walls of his prison so surprisingly small that an 
ordinary man’s head would not enter it, and, after he 
was through, jumped twenty-five feet to the ground. 
This fellow has committed more murders and scalp- 
ed more women and children than any other Indian 
in Florida, and this man we were to take and did 
take, by the hand in friendship. He came into our 
camp, bringing with him seven ‘trusty squires,’ 
who, in looks, dress and manner, might well be 
painted to illustrate and personate the old one him- 
self—a little effusion of brimstone, a blue flame, and 





now taking off have been the most deperate in the 
country, and are acknowledged to have been the 
very spirit of the war. I left at Tampa more than a 
hundred, who were waiting the arrival of their 
friends, when they will embark for their new 
homes.” 


WISKONSAN. 
New towns and villages are constantly springing 
up in this garden of the west. The Madison En- 
quirer gives the following account of two new vil- 
lages in that vicinity: 
White Water, in Walworth county, about mid- 
way between Madison and Milwaukee, on the Fort 
Atkinson and Mequanego road, is a beautifully si- 
tuatec and thriving village, surronnced by a farm- 
ing country of the best kind, already settled and 
improved toa great extent. At this point where 
by a dam atthe outlet of a little lake a good and 
never failing water power has been created, is Dr. 
Tripp’s flouring mill—one of the best establish- 
ments of the kind, in the territory, judging from 
some specimens of his manufacture that we have 
seen. 
Clinton Prairie, in this county, 12 or 15 miles 
east of Madison, on the Fort Atkinson road, from 
its possessing every requisite necessary to make it 
a desirable point for farmers, may well be recom- 
mended to the attention of emigrants on the look- 
ont for geod locations. A large number of settles, 
we have been told, are expected on this prairie 
during the coming season. 





CASE OF McLEOD. 

The importance which this case is assuming, both 
as a question between the United States and a fo- 
reign country, and as a question between the fede- 
ral government and a state authority, requires of us 
carefully to register whatever transpires in its pro- 
gress. We gave in our last number, under the New 
York head, a brief abstract of the debate which teok 
place in the legislature of that state upon the reso- 
lution submitted by Mr. Swackhamer, and_ the 
amendment thereto offered by Mr. Hoffman, re- 
questing the governor to issue a nolle prosequi in 
the case of McLeod. The Albany Argus, of the 
19th inst. furnishes the debate at large, and from 
their columns we extract it. In reference to it the 
editor of that paper observes: “It will be found, 
we think, highly interesting, as indicating the pub- 
lic feeling and teinper, both in this stage of the 
discussion, and in the final result. The honse meet 
again this afternoon for the purpose of taking up 
this subject, when, if it comes to a vote on Mr. 
Hoffman’s amendment, which gave rise to the de- 
bate, and which he supported ina masterly speech, 
we apprebesd it will show the unfairness of the 
sinall effort of the Daily Advertiser to give it a 
party direction, by carefully stating the two demo- 
eratic speakers on one side, and only the federal 
speakers on the other,—omitting all allusion to the 
able speech of Mr. L. S. Chatfield.” 

It may be proper to add that Mr. SWwACKHAMER 
is a Van Buren member from thecity of New York, 
and Mr. HorrmMAn is attached to the same party, 
and from Herkimer. 


From the Albany Argus. 
DEBATE IN THE NEW YORK ASSEMBLY, APRIL 17. 

Mr. Swackhamer offer the following: 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to com- 
mnnicate to this house the correspondence, if any, 
which has taken place between the executive au- 
thority of the U. States and of this state, and whe- 
ther any arrangements whatever may have been en- 
tered into by such departments in reference tu the 
| case of McLeod, now in prison at Lockport, in this 
state. 

Mr. Swackhamer. In introducing a resolution of 
this importance, itis due to myself and the house 
to offer a few words of explanation. And 1 would 
remark in the outset, that I have net drawn up the 
resolution under the impulse of the moment, but 
have taken time to reflect upon the consequences 





a few tails would have tnade the picture complete. 
Wild Cat’s manner, upon coming into the pre- 
sence of so many officers, and surrounded as he was 
by so large a body of soldiers, was somewhat con- 
fused, but he soon recovered himself, and spoke with 
ease, and not ungracefully. He is about thirty 
years of age, five feet eight inches high, well pro- 
portioned, with a calm, settled, manly face, and a 
dark fierce eye beaming with intelligence. The co- 
lonel talked to him openly and frankly. Hé return- 
ed it, and promised to cease fighting and emigrate. 
His little daughter, a child of five years, who had 
been taken prisoner, and separated from its parents 
some five or six months, was then given up to him, 
and, for the first timein an Indian, | saw the evidence 
of feeling and affection. 

“I consider the Florida war as at an end. 
chiefs and Indians are surrendering. 


All the 
These I am 


to which it may lead. Neither is it my design un- 
necessarily to agitate the question involved in it, or 
to fan the flame already enkindled on our northern 
frontier. 

I was a little surprised to see it announced in the 
public prints, that the attorney general of the Unit- 
ed States had left his appropriate post at Washing- 
ton,and come on here with special reference to this 
case of McLeod, which I conceive to be exclusive- 


of New York. 
out fear of contradiction, that such a visit, on such 
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ly within the cognizance and jurisdiction of the state | 
I presume I «nay assert here, with- | 


essen 
. 3 i 
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of any of the sovereign states of this union It 
will be recollected that shortly after the return of 
the attorney general of the United States, to what J 
conceive to be his legitimate sphere of duty. it was 
currently reported, and without contradiction from 
any quarter, that he in conjunction with the attor- 
ney general of the state of New York, had examin. 
ed this case of McLeod, and had asserted, as the re- 
sult of that investigation, that there was no evidence 
in the case to warrant hisconyiction. And this too 
after McLeod had been indicted by the grand jury 
of the county of Niagara, and held to trial for one 
of the most heinous offences known to the laws of 
this state. Sir, it does seem to ine that the execy. 
tive authority of the United States, have no more 
right or power to interfere in this case of McLeod 
in this stage of the affair at least, than it had to in. 
terfere in the case of Robinsor, alter he had been jp. 
dicted for the murder of Suydbam, and before tria}. 
And I would ask in all sincerity, what think you 
the people of New Jersey would have thongtit of 
such an interference, on the part of the attorne 
general of the United States, after a trne bill had 
been found against Robinson? Is not this interfer. 
ence tantamount to an attempt to forestall the opi- 
nion of a New York jury, upon a case which sooner 
or later, must come before them for a verdict of ac- 
quittal or condemnation? 


I trust this subject will receive the consideration 
to which it is entitled. I may be told that it was 
necessary that the government of the United States 
should take this case under its especial care, be- 
cause England has threatened vengeance on the U, 
States, if but a hair of the head of McLeod is iy. 
jured. But, let me ask, did we complain, when the 
patriots, as they styled themselves, citizens of the 
United States, misguided men if you please, who 
had entered Canada in aid of what is called the re- 
bellion, were taken up, and either executed or trans. 
ported, under the mere form of atrial? Was there 
any attempt on the part of the proper authorities of 
the United States, to arrest the course of the law, 
martial or civil, in the province of Canada? No, 
sir, they had theirtrial, such as it was; and although 
condemned for the political offence of rearing the 
standard of liberty in a land of despotism, they were 
consigned to an ignominious death, and suffered the 
utmost rigor of British laws, without interference 
froin this side of the line. Why should not the laws 
of New York take their course in acase like this of 
McLeod, where the charge is the murder of unot- 
fending citizens under cover of the night, in our 
own territory, and the wanton destruction of the 
property of a citizen of N. York?) And why should 
we and our Jaws be made the subject of interference 
from any quarter? 


Sir, I trust this inquiry will be instituted. For [ 
hold that the representatives of this sovereign state, 
and through then the sovereign people of N. York, 
have aright to know whether there has been any 
improper interference on the part of the executive 
of the United States, with our local jurisprudence, 
and whether the executive and altorney general of 
this state, in conjunction with officials of the gene- 
ral government, have sought to serene a culprit 
from justice, in a case coming exclusively witbin 
the cognizance ofourlaws. Andon the other hand, 
it is due to the executive and to the attorney gene- 
ral ol this state, under the circumstances, that the 
facts should come out—to the end that if there has 
been nothing wrong on their part, they may be ex- 
onerated—and if otherwise, that measures may be 
taken to assert and vindicate the sovereignty of the 
state and the majesty of her laws. 


Mr. Hoffman here took the floor, but his opening 
remark was not distinctly heard. He was under- 
stood to say, that in one respect at least, he enter- 
tained similar opinions with the gentleman who had 
just taken his seat. He (Mr. H.) had been ealled 
a radical, a state rights man, and almost every other 
epithet that had been in use with the one parly 
against the other. He meant to say here, (he col- 
tinued) that he was a state rights man to the enlire 
extent. 


As the law of this state stood for a long period. 
(Mr. H. continued), when a person was indicte’ 
for any offence whatever, the prosecuting attorney 
had a right, against the will of the court and on his 
own responsibility, to enter a nolle prosequi to the 
indictment. He did it asa part of the executive 
government, and under the high responsibility de- 
volving on him. It was part of the wisdom oi agés 
to give him this right. I believe he ought to have 
itnow. It is the exercise of high and soverelg® 








an errand, by the attorney general of the U. States, 
is without precedent in the history of this country. 
It is the first time, so far as I have been able to 
learn, where the executive authority of the union, 
through its chief prosecuting officer, has ever taken 
on itself to interfere with the criminal jarisprudence 





power, made necessary under certain cireumstan- 
ces. The case alluded to by the gentleman {roi 
|New York, (Mr. Swackhamer), may be—I believé 
is—one where it is necessary to exercise that right: 
But the legislature of this state, under peculiar ¢'™ 
| cumstances, growing out of what is known as le 
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———————————— , a 
excitement, has crippled the attorney ge- 
a the exercise of this right. I may be mis- 
taken, but as I understand the law, if he exercises 
it now it must be by consent of court, and the ju-| 
dicial tribunals must always be the judges. It will 
be seen that if this be the law, and a case should 
arise in which the sovereign powee of the state, not 
for reasons which address themselves to the judi- 
cial tribunals, but for political reasons—I use the 
term in the highest and best sense—for reasons of 
public policy, public justice, public security and the 
ublie peace—should feel itself under the necessity 
of staying a prosecution, the action of the execu- 
tive might be and would be most seriously inconve- 
nienced. ; } ; 
I have had this subject under consideration at my 
rivate room. Itis one of a delicate and difficult 
nature. I have not felt at liberty, according to my 
sense of propriety, to canvass the matter over with 
meinbers generally. What I have said has not ex- 
tended beyond my colleague and messmate. Ihave 
been deterred from bringing it before the house, 
not because I thought it ought not to be brought 
here, but because I was unadvised as to what the 
action of the federal executive and of this state 
might be. I saw very well that it might be, that 
the United States government—lI speak of the exe- | 
cutive government, that has this matter specially in 
charge, and whose acts may result in peace or its op- 
posite—might not be unwilling to hold this thing 





where it is, until by negotiation between the two 
sovereignties, the case might be reached. It was | 
with a view that I might jucge rightly on this ques- 
tion, and under an apprehension that [ might inter- 
fere with the progress of the matter in negotiation, 
that I forbore to bring it up. 

Let me be more explicit—because questions of 
this nature are somewhat new tous. In the exer- 
cise of our powers of sovereignty, limited as they 
are, we have no foreign relations in theory. But} 
we inay have them in pointof fact. The very con- 
troversy with Virginia, shows that though strictly 
we can have no controversy with a neighboring 
state, yet you may have them in point of fact. 
External relations do exist. Take, for example, 
this very case. Suppose the sovereign power of 
Great Britain had applied directly to the executive 
of this state, and had said in so many words, we 
have authorised and do ratify and confirm the act 
of this man. You have him and are prosecuting 
him unto death before your judicial tribunals.— 
Would it be an answer for the executive to say, we 
can’t hear the applicatton—you must go to Wash- 
ington? Suchan answer might be given, but it must 
be apparent to what result it might lead. The so- 
vereign making the application may say we take no 
notice of your internal arrangements— your confede- 
yation—your constitution. We find you here inem- | 
bodied wiltions under an organized executive go- | 
vernment. We find you here seizing on one of our | 
own citizens for doing anact which we have autho- 
rised, and which we approve of, right or wrong, and | 
we ask his release. What, sir, is the alternative pre- | 
sented? Apologies, polite and civil expressions, such 
as yourliumble servant, at the end of a note, may 
answer very well in private life to get rid of a dil- 
ficulty and yet say nothing. But when a sovereign 
Speaks he means something. He may not with- | 
draw a request without dishonor and disgrace in | 
the eyes of the world. The request once made, | 
such in my judgment would be the condition of the | 
sovern that made it. He must have an answer.— | 
The sovereign to whomn it is addressed may or may | 
not, at his pleasure, reply; but he assumes on bim-| 
Self, whatever iaay be his course, the responsibili- | 
lies of his pusition. They meet each other face to| 
face, the embodied comtmunities, as it were, of 
Which they are the heads—-the one asking the re- 
lease and the other refusing it, as the case may be; 
and in the judgment of the civilized world, the 
question must be brought to an amicable adjust- 
nent. or the reverse. ‘They cannot part except in 
friendship or hostHity. There is no such thing as 
4n appeal or certiorari tothesupreme court. They 
must separate amicably, or resort to force and vio- 
lence. That being the case, { put it to the judg- 
ment of this house, whether the attorney general | 
should not be empowered, without consulting the 
Courts, for high poiitical reasons, to withdraw the 
indictnent, to cease the prosecution, and thus leave 
the executive government to consult as to what re- 
wedy it would pursue, under the law and the con- 
Slitution, for an injury sought now to be punished 
through the judicial fribunals. 

Mr. H. here went into the facts connected with 
the case of McLeod. Rebels, he said, had gained 
Possession of Navy Island. They were largely 
drawn from the United States. He believed he 
night say their general and commanding officers | 
Were citizens of the U. States. With hostile vio- 
ence they assailed the shore of the neighboring! 
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ty of the subjects of a power with which we were |ecuted, aud I believe there is no escape for him. 


at peace. 
state governments, acting in co-operation, were in- 
sufficient to repress this moverent, or to roll back 
from the Canada shore this eloud of danger and dis- 
turbance. By the rules of international law, the 
sovereign whose territory was thus imminently en- 
dangered, had a right to repel the danger, and in 
the language of a memorable man, now bo more, 
if, in doing so, he should momentarily pass the line 
between his own and the territory of a friendly 
power, the act might be a subject of negotiation 
or complaint, but could hardly be deemed justifia- 
ble ground of war. The local anthorities in Cana- 
da believed themselves to be thus endangered, and 
believing also that it was necessary and proper to 
destroy the boat which they knew had been plying 
between our territory and the island in possession 
of the rebels—(to use their own term in their own 
sense )—they took it on themselves to fit out anex- 
pedition for that purpose. Did any man doubt, that 
they thought this measure necessary and a matter 
of undonbted right. Whether they judged right or 
wrong was not now material in the point of view 
in which the subject presented itself to his mind. 
Their object was to repel the danger that threaten- 
edthem. They resoived todestroy the boat, and 
in the execution of that design, ordered by the mi- 
litary authority, they unfortunately destroyed the 
life ofan American citizen within our territory, 
and for this the accused stands indicted before the 
judicial tribunals of the state. 

I submit (continued Mr. H.) to this house—I 
know there is some diversity of opinion among le- 
gal men—even the judges may hesitate about it— 
whether an act of this kind, (if it should turn out 
to be as T have stated it) judged by the local law, 
would not be murder? I put it tothose who have 
devoted themselves to the study of international 
law, tothe decisions of the judicial tribunals that 
have taken cognizance of it, espeeially those who 
have been led to look into the decisions of tbe ad- 
iniralty courts, whether the prisoner can make a 
defence before the judicial tribunals of this state, 
on the ground that the state of which he was a 
member was in imminent danger ofinvasion? That 
the authorities there ordered bim on this duty? I 
may be mistaken, but my convictions are settled 
and strong that he must be judged by the laws of 
this state, and that though he may have been act- 
ing in obedience to the urders of his superior offi- 
cer,the judicial tribunals nust consign bim to infamy 
and death. But I putit to the sober judgment of 
this house, if it be true that the local authorities of 
Canada, under the belief that they were imminent- 
ly endangered by the hostile gathering on Navy 
Island, did order this expedition, and that it was un- 
der this order that McLeod acted; whether he did 
not do for his country what every man not only 
American by birth, but every man who has a spark 


of American feeling in him, would do for his own? | 


If, sir, sedition or rebellion should rage on the bor- 
ders of this state, its standard collecting from Cana- 
da, arms and inunitions of war as weil as recruits, 
preparatory to an invasion of the very heart of the 
state—and in sight of the forces gathered to resist 
the danger, a boat should be found plying daily be- 
tween the camp of the insurgents and the opposite 
shore—and if under the belief that this boat was in 
the service of the enemy, orders should be issued 
on this side, to destroy it—is there any man in this 
house—I will not insult the house with the inquiry 
—I ask if there is any man in this state, be he citi- 
zen or foreigner, who has set his foot here to dwell, 
that would hesitate one moment to obey the or- 
der?—For my own part, standing here in the face 
of this house and the country, though with a frame 
unsuited to engage in conflicts of violence, I am 
not prepared to confess to that degree of human 
baseness that would make me hesitate to obey.— 
And [affirm for all others—for my own constitu- 
ents, who breasted the shock which resulted in the 
independence of the country, and who went again 
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ultimatum of sovereigns. 





The utmost efforts of the general and | fudged by those high moral principles that consti- 


tute the basis of human society, he is not guilty. 
To execute him would be to stain the state with the 
guilt of marder—to draw down upon us the re- 
proaches of the civilized world. It would be fo 
invoke the vengeance of Heaven against a people 
that should thus outrage the dictates of humanity 
and patriotism. I say that if we were armed to-day, 
aud in the field—if the military force not only of 
these two millions of people but of the sixteen mil- 
lions with whom we are united, were now mar- 
shalled to punish this aggression on our territory, 
they should send this man before them with a safe 
conduct to his sovereign. The controversy is not 
with him. ‘Fo proseeute hiin is revenge—to exe- 
cute him is murder. Send him to his sovereign— 
the sovereign be has served as we would serve ours. 
If we have cause of complaint, let us wage war, 
not against the individual, but against the nation in 
whose name and by whose authority he acted. Let 
us take care, that in the event of an appeal to our 
sister states and to our own people for their co-ope- 
ration against invasion from abroad, we do not in 
advance enfeeble our cause by punishing in the 
person of an enemy that which we must not only 
commend ina citizen of our own state, but on which 
we must rely for success. No, no sir. If we ex- 
pect the blessing of Heaven to be with us in any of 
these controversies, as it was with our forefathers— 
if we expect the deep toned religious sentiment 
that distinguishes us as above every other country 
under Heaven to go with us—if the open courage 
and magnanimity which marks our army and navy, 
is to be enlisted warmly in our cause in any future 
conflict—let us not stain the banner under which 
they are to rally. So also, in reference to the ad- 


journed controversies between this country and 


Great Britain—would it be wise to draw upon our- 
selves in advance of any collision that may oceur, 
the prejudices of the civilized world? Who does 
not see that in a controversy for territory with a 
nation that has grasped one hundred and twenty 
millions of people in the east—that has not only 
seized on the new continent of the South Pacific, 
but a part also of the continent of Africa—that has, 
in a word extended itself every where—it is im- 
portant that we retain what the character and ge- 
nius of our institutions have won for us abroad—I 
mean the favorable judgment and partialities of the 
civilized world! But when the story shall be told 
that it required all the energy of the general and 
state governments to prevent certain restless spirits 
on our borders from rushing into a neighboring pro- 
vince in time of peace—that after this man had been 
indicted and cominitted and set at liberty on bail, he 
was again consigned to imprisonment at the behest 
of a mob-—rely upon it, sir, this mob which num- 
bered perhaps more stumps than men, will figure 
abroad:as the people themselves, and it will be be- 
lieved to be the result of the ascendancy of mob vio- 
lence in this country over law and order. Not one 
of the one hundred and fifty millions in Europe, but 
wili set that down in the account against ns. Is it 
prudent or politic that we should arm against us the 
prejudices of the civilized world in a contest of the 
kind [ have alluded to? 

I beg gentlemen to reflect that postponement is 
no remedy—that this matter must be brought to an 
amicable adjustment, or that hostilities will be the 
result—that the parties to this controversy must 
either separate in perfect kindness, or resort to the 
I ask if it be wiser to 
put this man forward in the front of this controver- 
sy, than to place ourselves in the commanding, that 
any gentleman should have taken the position ho- 
norable, generous position | have endeavored to 
point out? For my own part,I am entirely willing, 
nay anxious, that this man should go from among 
us—that the controversy should be carried on be- 
tween the sovereignties of the United States and 
Great Britain—and I submit cheerfully to the result. 
1 trust, since this question has come here that our 


into the conflict when the conflict was renewed— | action may be sucii as to put it in the power of the 


that there is not a man of them that under such 
circumstances would have faltered in girding him- 
self to battle, and contributing his best services and 
his means towards repelling the expected invasion. 

I say therefore, whatever the judicial tribunals 
may determine as to the accused, that he is not guil- 
ty of murder. 
ed service to his country, which e 





executive government to give this man a safe con- 
duct to his sovereign. Let us have the controver- 
sy on the merits of the case, in regard to which the 
whole civilized world will coincide with us. If 
therefore, this call is made on the executive, I trust 
it will be qualified in the usual manner, in order 


I say that in what hagid, he render- |that he may not be obliged to respond if he shall 
‘ try American | deem it to be inconsistent with the public interest 


freeman has ever been willing to render, and cheer- | to do so—for although we may command him, yet 
fully. The sovereign for whom he acted has ap- | this is a point on which he should be left to judge 


proved the act, and in that approval assumes the 
entire responsibility of it. If it had been done in 


time of war, it would have been deemed an act of} 


'for himself, on his responsibility as a chief magis- 


trate. But after all, that in my judgment is not 
the best disposition that may be made of the ques- 


ordinary warfare. Itis for these high reasons of|tion. The part that belongs to us is evident. It is 


public policy that T say the executive government 
should be empowered to withdraw the indictment. 





to correct the error in the existing law-—and I there- 
fore move 
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That the subject be referred to the committee on 
the judiciary, with instructions to report a bill pro- 
Viding for the entry of a nolle prosequi on the in- 
dictment against Alexander McLeod, and for his safe 
conduct. 

Mr. O’ Sullivan had not the good fortune to hear 
the opening of the remarks which the gentleman 
from Herkimer had so eloquently continued and 
concluded. He rejoiced, however, sincerely that 
this subject had now been introduced, and he could 
not but indulge the hope that the direction now 
proposed to be given to it would succeed. It was 
precisely that which had commended itself to his 
judgment while the gentleman from Herkimer was 
speaking, and which he designed to propose as soon 
as he could get the floor. There was scarcely a 
member of the house that had not probably be- 
stowed some reflection on the peculiar difficulties 
which this unfortunate McLeod question presents 
to this country—and that reflection could scarcely 
have led any mind to any other than the one ob- 
vious conclusion, that the great difficulty grows 
out of the peculiar relations that subsist between 
the federal and state governments—the one repre- 
senting the combined nationality of tweaty-six se- 
veral sovereignties as regards foreign powers, 
while on the other hand each seh ld has over 
its own territory complete municipal jurisdiction. 
This case connected itself directly with both these 
separate and parallel sovereignties, and as in the 
case of the northeastern boundary, so in this of 
McLeod, if any collision should grow out of it, it 
might be safely said to be entirely attributable to 
the conflicting rights and powers of the general 
and state governments. There could be no doubt 
that the municipal and local daw of New York, in 
the absence of legislative interposition, must take 
its course in the case of the unfortunate individual 
whose conduet has brought him within the reach 
of its application. There resided no power in the 
federal government, no rightful authority in the 
executive of this state, to interpose to arrest the 
due regular course of the law. He rejoiced sin- 
eerely that a postponement had been been made of 
a deeision of this case until September—chiefly be- 
cause it would afford us time for that interposition 
which he thought we were called on by every con- 
sideration of justice and magnanimity to make. He 
concurred with the gentleman from Herkimer, that 
to execute the individual in question, would be an 
atrocity even more atrocious than the ordinary in- 
fliction of the barbarian punishment of death— 
that the event would shroud this whole Jand in 
mourning, not less sincere than that whose insignia 
still surrounded that hall. At the same time there 
was no power in this land, save the supreme legis- 
lative authority of the state, that could arrest such 
a result, and he most sincerely hoped that witha 
view to that object, and to obviate the peculiar dif- 
ficulties that invested this subject in its present 
shape, the motion to refer would prevail. : 

Mr. Simmons did not rise to discuss the question, 
and he regretted that the mover of the inquiry, as 
well as the gentleman from Herkimer who had 
spoken so eloquently, had not reflected that under 
the peculiar circumstances of this case, nothing 
could be more improper than the expression of any 
opinion as to the guilt or innocence of this indivi- 
dual—and particularly to compare his case with 
that of Robinson’s, 

Mr. Swackhamer denied that he had, in the sense 
intimated. He compared the case of Robinson un- 
der indictment, (not under sentence) to that of 
McLeod under indictment—nothing more. 

Mr. Simmons repeated then, that nothing could 
be more improper than to express opinions that 
might have an effect out of doors prejudicial to the 
prisoner, and he hoped the reporters would see the 
propriety of excluding it from their papers. On 
the other point, he desired merely to state that the 
executive authority of this state were not inatten- 
tive to the case in question. All he could state 
then was that the attorney general yesterday placed 
in his hands a bill which he desired should pass, 
directing the chief justice to appoint a special 
circuit, for the trial of this person at some other 
place than the county of Niagara. It had been 
delayed in order to have a full meeting of his cormn- 
mittee. He forbore to express any opinion on the 
merits of the case, under such a resolution as this. 
He deprecated any such expression on the part of 
the legislature of the state where the individual 
might be tried, as calculated to aggravate the ex- 
isting cause of complaint, and he hoped to hear no 
remarks calculated prematurely to prejudge the 
case. 

Mr. Richmond said the original resolution met 
his view, and he should vote for it. He could not 
see how any harm could grow out of jt. Mr. R. 
took the occasion to correct some impressions which 
he said had gone abroad and which had now been 





repeated on the floor. He denied that this steam- 
boat was in the practice daily of running between 
Schlosser and Navy island. He was understood to 
say that he was on the island, as a visitor (for he 
had not the courage to fight) the day the boat came 
down for the first time, and that she was burnt that 
very night. This fact alone was sufficient he said 
to rebut the idea that its presence in those waters 
could well be deemed dangerous to the British 
power, at all events to such an extent as to warrant 
the invasion of our territory for the purpose of 
reaching and destroying her. He believed that act 
was prompted by vindictive and retaliatory feel- 
ings, and not as a measure of mere self defence.— 
Nor could he assent to the idea that they who cut 
out the Caroline did no more than our citizens 
would have done under like circumstances. No 
nan on the floor could have a higher opinion of the 
gentleman from Herkimer than he (Mr. R.) had; 
but he feared the vesult of the idea going abroad 
from this hall, that such as invaded our territory 
under orders from the authorities in Canada, under 
circumstances like these, were not amenable to our 
laws, but that their acts of violence and bloodshed 
were in fact the acts of their sovereign, and were 
to be redressed by negotiation or a resort to war. 
No man could believe that these difficulties in Ca- 
nada were ended. Situated as that province was, 
bordering for thousands of miles on this free repub- 
lic, its inhabitants imbibing and cherishing a re- 
newed atlachmenrt to our institutions and laws and 
a hatred of theirown, who could doubt that at in- 
tervals and upon every favorable opportunity, they 
would endeavor at feast to assert their liberty?— 
Was it wise in view of such results to put forth the 
idea that the authorities there, and those under 
them might invade our territory, without being 
held personally amenable to our laws? He did not 
mean to justify the transportation of troops and mu- 
nitions of war into a country with which we were 
at peace; for that was not this case, nor could it be 
justified on any principle of good faith as between 
nations. But he did protest against one rule 
being enforced against our citizens in Canada, and 
another and more lenient rule adopted against Ca- 
nadians committing like offences here. Those who 
went frotn this side into Canada, to take part in the 
rebellion, were tried summarily by a drum-head 
court martial—tried one day and hung the next.— 
He would not retaliate injury for injuary;—batasan 
American citizen he would say to the Canadians, if 
you come over here and commit murders upon un- 
armed eilizens, (for this boat was unarmed—not a 
firelock on board) you come within the cognizance 
of our laws, and if caught and convicted, you must 
expect to suffer the punishment which the law has 
prescribed for our own citizens. He believed he 
spoke the sentiment of all parties in this country, 
as expressed in their leading journals, when he in- 
sisted that if McLeod was guilty, the U. States 
goverment could not rightiully step in to arrest 
the course of justice. 

Mr. Culver took ground against the instructions, 
though he was disposed to go for the original in- 
quiry. His objection was that the instructions 
would be deemed to be an expression on the part of 


the house as to the guilt or innucence of the accus- | 


ed. And lest the sentiments so fearlessly and man- 
fully put forth by the gentleman from Herkimer, 
should be considered as the sentiments of the house, 
he desired to enter his dissent to another view of 
the subject—and that was that an individual who 
has committed depredations and murders on our 
territory, under the orders of his government, should 
be permitted to shield himself behind that govern- 
inent. He objected to holding out this sort of en- 
courageinent to the thousands that were ready to 
avail themselves of any excuse to invade our terri- 
tory, burn our dwellings and murder their inmates. 
He objected to the idea that the offence charged 
against McLeod could be repaired by negotiation. 
The British government might give us another 
steamboat, but couid she give us back the life of a 
citizen? There was no way to obtain redress for 
the outraged law but the mode which our laws pro- 
vided. He that takes the life of a citizen on our 
territory must take care that he has authority for 
it by our law, which he is bound to know and obey. 
He protested against the inference guing out, that 
in the opinion of this house the order of some Al- 
lan McNab on the other side, would be a justifica- 
tion for any enormities on this side the line. He 
took it on himself to say that it was not the steam- 
boat merely that our neighbors sought to destroy 
~—but the feeling of sympathy, pervading all classes 
and parties on this side, in favor of the oppressed 
on the other, that it was the object by that act to 
punish. That feeling he would have them to 
know, was irrepressible here. It was common to 
all. It was kindred to that of °76. Like a Con- 
necticut beer barrel, it would work even on Sunday 


—=—=—==. 
morning. It was this feeling, no doubt, that hag 
excited our neighbors at the north against {), 
states. It was the fear of the influence of free jy. 
stitutions and free thinkers on their own totterjy, 
dynasty that gave the impuise to their outrage; 
upon us. He did not hesitate to say that but for 
sume cowardly leaders of their own, and some co. 
wardly heroes of Navy Island, what is now calleq 
rebellion would have been chronicled as a revoly. 
tion. As tothe particular outrage in question, }). 
had only to say that British gold would not make 
amends for it. If the individual charged with , 
participation in it, were really guilty, he must an. 
swer for the offence to the violated law of the stat, 
—and it would be the height of injustice to decide 
now in advance of the verdict of a jury, upon his 
guilt or innocence. 

Mr. 1. S. Chatfield said he should not have fe}; 
justified in taking the floor, but for the extrordinary 
course of the gentleman from Herkimer. He was 
willing to concede that few men were endowed wit}; 
the gift of persuasive eloquence to so eminent a de. 
gree as that gentleman, and fewer still perhaps that 
could lay claim to equal power in making the wrong 
appear the better reason. He was sensibly im- 
pressed with the conviction, during that gentleman’s 
remarks, that had they been uttered in the Britis) 
parliament, they would have earned for him are. 
putation across the water, such as few men have 
ever reached there. 1 consider that speech, (said 
Mr. C.) as altogether un-American and in direct 
conflict with the principles and doctrines that shou} 
ever characterize this country in its national, or its 
citizens in their individual capacities. I do not 
make these remarks with reference to the actual 
position of affairs; for had the state of things been 
different, then the gentleman’s remarks would have 
been proper and well applied. If at the time to 
which the resolution points, the two countries had 
been in open hostility, the doctrines of the gentle- 
man from Herkimer would have been the only re- 
ceived doctrines in a civilized country. But suc) 
was not the conditionof things. At the time of the 
invasion of our soil under the orders of McNab, ant 
the destruction of the Caroline, the two countries 
were in a state of profound peace, under treaty sti- 
pulations which secured to each all the rights deem- 
ed desirable at the time the treaty was entered into. 
Although there was rebellion in Canada; although a 
portion of her majesty’s subjects had become dis. 
satisfied with their political condition, and had ai- 
tempted to throw of the British yoke; although a 
few of the cilizens of the United States entered 
warmly into the cause of the insurgents under a0 
ardent desire that not a vestige of monarchy shoul 

ollute the soil of this hemisphere; yet the relation: 
ities the two countries were not disturbed. The 
course adopted by this government was the true 
course. Instead of encouraging this feeling here, 
or conniving at the acts to whichit led, the U. States 
government did all inits power to suppress it, and '0 
prevent our citizens from compromising our neutr- 
lity. Those who invaded the territory of Grei! 
Britain, did it on their own responsibility and risk 4 
individuals, in direct opposition to the wishes ani 
authority of this government. As might have bee! 
anticipated, the British government took the sane 
course in regard to these men, that this state throug! 
its judicial tribunals is now about to take in regal’ 
to McLeod. Whenever they found a citizen of tle 
U. States within their territory, in a hostile attituce, 
\they subjected that citizen to the authority of tle 
law of the territory he bad invaded, and in ma) 
instances, they were executed according to the sel: 
tences of their tribunals. This was their cour’ 
And why shonld not we pursue the same course !! 
regard to a British subject who has invaded 0! 
territory? Where is the distinction between the {W° 
cases? Ii it was right for her majesty to treat * 
culprits those who had Fg the line in a host 
attitude; to try them before the local tribunals, @ 
to execute them under the laws of England, I as. 
why we may noi do the same thing in a like cas® 
Because it is conceded that the Caroline, at the 
ment when the murders were committed on he 
decks, was within our territory. | 

I think the two cases precisely parallel. I be 
lieve the British government have not recogni?’ 
this act as theirs. Every body who has read ™ 
has transpired in parliament must have marked sete 
cautiously lord Palmerston has steered clear of wid 
such acknowledgment. On every occasion he ne 
evaded a direct answer tu the questions put to bin 
The only tangible information extorted from P# 
merston was that Mr. Fox had been directed to 
mand the surrender of McLeod, and in case of? 
fusal to demand his passports. But suppose he * 
acknowledged the act as having been_done une 
the authority of Great Britain? * 
would be that the acknowledgment comes 7 " 


having been deferred until the individual !€ 
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have been arrested and treated as such, At the time 
the matter Was officially brought to the notice of the 
British government, it was tts duty to have recog- 
nized or repudiated the act as hers. Not haviug 
done so, I repeat, the American government had no 
alternative but to seize the persons guilty of the ag- 

ression, and put the law in operation. That has 
been done. A British subject has been seized and 
indicted, and if guilty sir, would hang him. f 
would never crouch, or truckle, or cringe, to the as- 
sumed omnipotence of Great Britain. I would 
never yield an American right because Great Bri- 
tain is strong or dictatorial or exacting. I would 
never submit in silence undera knowledge of the 
fact that an American citizen had been sacrificed as 
a victim to British insolence. If Great Britain ac- 
knowledges the act, then I would have satisfaction. 
I would compel them to make restitution or I 
would resort to the last alternative. I go for the 
resolution, and against the reference to the judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. L. Hubbeil expressed his concurrence for once, 
in every word that had fallen from the gentleman 
last up, regretting at the same time that any gentle- 
man should have taken the position assutned by the 
gentleman from Herkimer, whoin he represented as 
having attempted to justify the murder of an Ame- 
rican citizen. 

Mr. O’ Sullivan, in the absence of Mr. Hoffman, 
felt bound to correct what he said was a manifest 
misapprehension of the tendency of that gentleman’s 
remarks. 

Mr. L. Hubbell resumed, saying that he was not 
aware that the gentleman was not in his seat, but 
insisting that he could not be mistaken. He went 
on to say that he resided in a county in which the 
relatives of the murdered Abraham Durfee now 
lived, and that not a breeze came over the green 
hills of that county that did not tell to every deni- 
zen of it that there was a widowed mother and or- 
phan children dependent on their bounty, and that 
the felon who perpetrated the deed, standing on the 
borders of our own state, justified the deed and glo- 
ried in the act of having shed the blood of an Ame- 
rican citizen— 

Mr. Simmons could not hear this. He protested 
against such language on that floor in reference to 
any individual awaiting his trial before a jury of this 
late. 

Mr. Hub6ell was sorry to disturb the feelings of 
the gentleman from Essex; but he spoke the senti- 
ments (he said) of the people of New York; and he 
went on to tell those who sustained the proposition 
to send this man home, that the governor would sizn 
no law for that purpose, and that if he did, the peo- 
e: would not ratify it. He «Mr. H.) stood there, 
he said, to Justify those, who at Lockport, when a 
judge, withont discretion, instigated by British emis- 
aries, was about to set at liberty, the culprit who 
stands charged with murder, interposed to prevent 
it. He (Mr. H.) had he been there would have stood 
around the jail, and would have united in preventing 
the release of the culprit through the folly or corrap- 
tion of the judge. He averred that there was not 
powes enough—there was not gold enough in Great 

ritain to take this man’s body out of the county 
of Niagara, until he shall have gone through the form 
ofatrial. It was enough to know that he was a 
man who gloried in tiaving shed the blood of a citi- 
zen of this state. He (Mr. H.) believed he did shed 
the blood of a citizen. 

Mr. Simmons again interposed, deprecating a 
course calculated to prevent a fair trial, in this state 
at least. 

Mr. EL. Hubbell’s answer was that if not guilty he 
was a liar—if guilty he was a murderer. 

Mr. S. C. Hawley*expressed a wish to be heard 
before the vote was taken, but the hour being late, 
moved au adjournment. 

Mr, Duer thought the resolution should not go 
abroad without the vote of the house on it. He 
— feel alarmed for the peace of the frontier other- 

ise. 

The house refused to adjourn, when Mr. Hoffman 
rose, but gave way to Mr. Holley, who said it was 
Out due to the gentleman from Herkimer that he 
should have an opportunity to be heard again. He 
added that he regretted the introduction of the reso- 
lution. He would not discuss it. He thought it in- 
discreet to do so, for reasons that would be obvivus. 
He would only say that he could not think of going 
for the instructions, because they judged this whole 
case. All knew that the question of the disposition 
of McLeod, was one that agitated this state and 
Country from one end to the other. All knew it to 
be a subjeet in regard to which the general govern- 
inent and Great Britain were negotiating; and we 
could not know enough of the state of the question, 
a sete vy parties, to undertake to step in here 
tional " 9 the whole matter, Whenever the na- 

s°verninent should intimate to us that there 








are difficulties which require the action of the seve- | obstacle to which was the excitement occasioned by 


ral state governments, that would be communicated 
to us. Until then no action seemed to him called for. 

Mr. Kelsey here moved an adjournment, which 
was agreed to. 


The following version of the case of McLeod, we 
extract from alate number of the London Exami- 
ner. 





THE SEIZURE OF THE “CAROLINE.” 

We believe that the general excitement respecting 
Mr. McLeod rests upon the assumption of the fol- 
lowing facts. That he either had nothing to do with 
the burning of the Caroline, or, if concerned in if, 
acted in obedience to the orders of the British govern- 
ment; that the service on which he was employed 
(supposing him to have been actually engaged in it) 
was a lawful act of self-defence; that the responsibi- 
lity of the act was assumed by the British govern- 
ment; that it has been the subject of negotiation be- 





tween the countries, and that Mr. McLeod therefore 


is obviously irresponsible, whatever be the course | 


the burning of the Caroline.” 


Mr. Fox in his reply, refers Mr. Forsyth to her 
majesty’s government in England. 

Mr. Forsyth made his formal complaint to her ma- 
jesty’s government in England, and that government 
returned no answer. Under such circumstances Mr. 
McLeod, who is supposed not to have really taken 
part in the affair, (though his brother was present), 
has more than once visited New York, and, as we 
understand, boasted to the English party there, that 
he had shared the glory of the attack. Now the at- 
tack prima fucie, was unlawful. It was a midnight 
attack on Americen citizens, in an American boat, 
moored to the American shore. It was not an attack 
in the progress of hostilities, for it appears that not a 
shot had before been fired by Mr. Macnab or his mni- 
litiamen or volunteers. Whether any circumstances 
of provocation, or any inability of the state of New 
York to restrain her subjects, would have made the 
act lawful, is a question; the better opinion among 
jurists seems to be that they would not. But, pri- 


which the negotiations may take; that notwithstand- | ma fucie, it was, we repeat, unlawful; the American 


ing this he has been arrested by the war party in the | 
state of N. York, that an indictment has been found 


against him on perjured evidence, that after the judge 
had, as he was bound to do, admitted him to bail, an 
American mob prevented his reclaiming his liberty; 
that, notwithstanding the remonstrances of our ain- 
bassador, he is, in violation to public law to be tried; 
that he will probably be convicted, and without our 
forcible intervention, hanged; and that our honor and 
our duty to one of our fellow subjects require us to 
rescue him, though it be at the expense of a war. 

Happily of this assumption only a_ portion, and 
that not the most material portion of it is true; and we 
shall show the degree in which it is inaccurate by 
stating the real facts of the case. 

In December, 1837, a set of ruffians consisting of 
several hundred of Canadian refugees and American 
borderers, seized Navy Island, an island within Bri- 
tish waters, and from thence attempted, though in- 
effectually to cannonade the British village of Chip- 
pewa, and threatened an actual invasion of the con- 
tinent of Upper Canada. To prevent this a body of 
militia, commanded by Mr. Macnab, the speaker of 
the house of assembly were ordered to the frontier. 

*'He received orders,”’ says sir Francis Head, (see 
his despatch 20th January, 1838), ‘to act on the de- 
fensive only, and to be careful not to do any act of 
which the American government could justly com- 
plain as a breach of neutrality. On the 48th of De- 
cember, positive information was given that a small 
steamboat, the Caroline, had been hired by the pi- 
rates who called themselves patriots, to be employed 
in carrying down cannon, and other stores and men, 
between Fort Schlosser (on the American side) and 
Navy Island. He resolved if she came and engaged 
in this service, to take or destroy her. She did come 
down, she transported a piece of artillery anc other 
stores to the island, and made repeated passages be- 
tween it and the shore. 

In the-night he sent a party of militia it appears 
from capt. Drew’s despatch, that they were volun- 
teers, in boats, with orders to take or destroy her. 
They found the Caroline moored to the wharf, oppo- 
site to the inn at Fort Schlosser. On her deck was 
an armed party. She was boarded, and after a re- 
sistance, in which some desperate wounds were in- 
flicted upon the assailants, she was carried. If any 
peaceable subjects of the United States perished in 
the conflict, it was and is equally unknown, or whe- 
ther any such were there. Before this vessel was 
taken, not a gun had been fired by the force under 
the orders of col. Macnab. ‘The party loosed the 
vessel from the wharf. set her on fire, and let her 
drift down the streain;”’ that is over the Niagara falls. 
Such are the facts as stated by sir F. Head, and they 
appear to be substantially correct. Mr. Marcy, the 
governor of New York, states officially the number 
of persons killed on board the vessel, or destroyed 
with her as she went cown the falls at twelve, be- 
sides one shot on the wharf, but it has subsequently 
appeared, that this was an exaggeration. Mr. For- 
syth, the American secretary of state, complained to 
Mr. Fox, our minister at Washington, of the attack 
made on Caroline while moored to the American 
shore. Mr. Fox defends it on the ground of self- 
defence, and the apparent inability of the New York 
authorities to control the ruffians who sallied from 
her shores to attack ours. 

“This extraordinary state of things,” he adds 
‘‘seems tohave impelled her inajesty’s subjects in 
Upper Canada to consult their own security by pur- 
suing and destroying the vessel of their piratical ene- 
my wheresoever they might find her.” 


government had treated itas such in their complaints 
to the British minister, had been by Lim referred to 
the British government, and from the British go- 
vernment had received no answer. 

Mr. McLeod, apparently concerned in this prima 
facie unlawful act, was arrested some time ago in the 
territory of New York by the local authorities, and, 
we know not by what means, got off. Inthe be- 
ginning of last December, he returned there, and 
was again arrested, and committed to await his trial 
for murder. 

Mr. Fox demanded his release on the ground that 
“the burning of the Caroline was a public act of 
persons in her majesty’s service; obeying the orders 
of their superior authorities; and that the president 
of the United States had made it the subject ofa re- 
monstrance to the British government, and the mat- 
ter was still unter negotiation.” 

Mr. Forsyth replyed— 

“That the president had not the power to inter- 
fere with the independent jurisdietion of the state of 
New York; that the offence was committed within 
the territory of New York, against her laws and 
citizens, and within the competency of her tribu- 
nals, ‘lhat it was an unjustifiable invasion of the 
United States territory by an armed band from Ca- 
nada; and that ifthe destruction of the Caroline was 
a public act of persons in her majesty’s service, obey- 
ing the orders of their superiors, this fact had not 
before been communicated to the government of the 
United States by a person authorised to make the ad- 
mission; and that it would be for the court to decide 
on the validity of such a defence when legally es- 
tablished.” 

Now this is all that the American government has 
done: indeed, the local authorities have endeavored 
to do even less, for they have endeavored to let 
Mcl.rod get off by bailing him, though on a ca- 
pital charge. Of course he must be tried, and will 
be tried. If he fail in proving that he was not im- 
plicated, he will plead the orders of Mr. Macnab. 
We hope that the court may feel justified in allow- 
ing this plea: it would transfer the discussion from 
the legal to the political forum in the easiest man- 
ner. Butifthe court overrule the plea, and its va- 
lidity is purely a legal question, of course he must 
be convicted. 

But we have no fears of his being executed. It 
would be a rash and a cruel act; and an act without 
a motive, since the conviction, or indeed even the 
allowiug the plea that he acted under the orders of 
his superiors, would sufficiently raise the question 
between the governments. We have no doubt that, 
if he be convicted, his execution will be respited 
until the issue of the political negotiation is ascer- 
tained. If that issue be favorable to peace, of course 
his pardon and release must be the consequence, 
and even if it be unfavorable, we cannot think that 
vengeance would be taken on a solitary captive. 
His lIlfe, therefore, we consider safe. But how is 
the question between the governments to be decid- 
ed? How are we to avoid a war, which would cer- 
tainly throw back America twenty-five years and 
England fifty, and which might open to one coun- 
try. or to both, a series of evils such as neither has 
endured or even feared? 

We see no means of coming fo an agreement 
while each party remains judge in his own cause. 
Every week of discussion makes them more confi- 
dent that they are in the right, and us that we are 
in the right. The only possible issue is a reference 
toa third party, before whom an agreed state of 











facts, or, if the parties cannot agree on one, then the 


“Mr. Forsyth in his reply, ‘denied that the facts | whole evidence, shall be laid, and who shall say, 
referred to by Mr. Fox were a justification; the | first whether the seizure of the Caroline was or was 


American government having adopted measures, | not justifiable. 
prompt, vigorous and successtul, to repress the un- | any, 1s to be given by 
lawful interference of their inhabitants—the great | the sufferings of McLeod? 


If justifiable, what indemnity, if 
the American government for 
If not justifiable, what 
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indemnity, if any, is to be given by the English go- 
vernment to the owners and crew of the Caroline? 
We say, tf any, because the referred may hold that, 
though the seizure was lawful, so was McLeod’s 
trial, and. that he must take his indemnity, if any, 
from the British government; or the referee may 
hold the seizure unjustifiable, but yet that the ser- 
vices to which the Caroline has been put, deprive 
those connected with her of any right to satisfaction. 

The local authorities made, indeed, as it appears 
to us, an attempt to evade trying Mr. McLeod by 
admitting him, (certainly by a great stretch of law, 
for murder is not a bailable offence), to bail; the 
mob, however, interferred and caused him to be de- 
tained. , 

Now. as far as those proceedings have gone, of 
whom have we a right to complain? 

In the first place, of Mr. Macnab, for having, in 
violation of sir F. Head’s express orders to remain 
on the defensive and do nothing of which the Ame- 
rican government could justly complain, began his 
campaign by an act prima facie illegal, and defensi- 
ble only on the extreme plea of necessity. 

Secondly of lord Palmerston, who allowed the 
American remonstrance, on so grave a subject, to 
remain three years unanswered. We are aware 
that it was a disagreeable question. We had to de- 
fend ourselves by the most offensive of arguments— 
recrimination; and lord Palmerston probably thought 
that the conduct of neither party having been irre- 
proachable the best plan was to make no answer, in 
the hope that no answer would be required. And 
we are not sure that this conduct might not have 
succeeded. But the folly, and if the facts which we 
have are correct, the vanity of McLeod, in going 
among a people before whose tribunals he must have 
known that the burning of the Caroline was a ques- 
tionable act, and boasting of his part in it, have pre- 
vented the suceess of lord Palmerston’s dilatory po- 
licy, and now force on the controversy, and certain- 
ly under unfavorable circumstances. 

But have we also not a right fo complain of the 
American authorities, either of the supreme govern- 
ment or of the local authorities? We say decidedly 
that up to the latest intelligence, we have a right to 
complain of neither. (The American authorities 
have doue precisely what we should have, and in- 
deed must have, done under similar circumstances. 
If a mixed band of French refugees and English 
ruffians were to take part in a French civil war, to 
land on the French coast and annoy the neighboring 
country if they derived recruits and supplies from 
our shore, and before our government could prevent 
their doing so, a steamer should run from Dover to 
France and carry them arms and men, and return at 
night and moor in Dover harbor—if, we say, under 
these circumstances, a band of French volunteers 
should at midnight enter Dover habor, attack the 
steamer, loose her from the pier, and endeavor to 
kiJl the crew and scuttle the vessel, should we, or 
should we not, on the alarm being given in the town, 
interfere to stop such proceedings? If we should 
interfere, it could be on the ground only that such 
proceedings within our territory; were unlawful. It 
the whole matter were effected before our coast 
guard could interfere, should we, or should we not, 
attempt to intercept the actors in their retreat? If 
that could not be eifected, should we not remonstrate 
with the French government? If that government 
gave no answer and a person describing himself, or 
described by others as implicated in the attack, came 
to Dover or in any part of Kent, would he not be ar- 
rested and committed for trial? And if the French 
government required him to be released, on the plea 
that he had acted in obedience to the lawful com- 
mands of his superiors, would not the answer, be— 
‘This is the first time we have heard of this act 
officially: let it be pleaded at the trial, let the court 
dicide whether he acted in obedience to his supe- 
riors, and whether the act was of such a nature as 
their command could justify. But we will not, (the 
Americans say they cannot), interfere till the trial 
is over.”” 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
[An awkwaro mistake was made in making up 
the last number of the Register, which was not dis- 
covered until after it was mailed. The second of 

Mr, Biddle’s letters was inserted instead of the first 

—both having been prepared—The subjects treated 

in each were entirely distinct however. The first 

and third of his letters are inserted in this number— 
the fourth and fifth will be inserted in our next—a 
sixth is announced. } 

From the National Gazette. 

FIRST LETTER FROM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, ESQ. TO 
THE HON. JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
Andalusia, Bucks county, April 8, 1841. 

Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Delaware: 

My DEAR srr: During your late visit to Phila- 
delphia, you were good enough to express your 





opinion of the peculiar hardship of my position in 
respect to the late meeting of the stockholders of 
the Bank of the United States. For sixteen years 
I had been the president of that institution, which 
up to the hour I left it enjoyed a long career of 
prosperity. Two years afterwards it fell into great 
trouble, and it seems to be the desire of those now 
cunnected with it to ascribe all its misfortunes, in- 
cluding the fatal resumption a few weeks ago, en- 
tirely to my administration. Had this been done 
in a fairand open and manly way, no one would 
have been more ready then myself to meet that 
question. But instead of this, what was the course 
pursued? A committee of stockholders has been 
for three months at work with all the books and 
papers of the bank under their control, raking up 
every thing which by distortion may injure my ad- 
ministration, or revenge their own personal griefs, 
or pander to the morbid appetite which prevails 
abroad about banks and those connected with them. 
From all communication with that inquisitorial 
body, I was studiously excluded; and I understand 
that a proposal to invite my attendance or to ap- 

tise me of what they were doing, was rejected. 

hey ended at last by reporting exparte and par- 
tial statements in regard to myself; and, as you 
saw at the meeting, no opportunity was given to 
let the accused be heard before he was condemned, 
and the report is widely circulated with an air of 
official authority in saline ton where no expla- 
nation of mine can ever follow it. Now all this 
seeins to me a signal act of injustice. I know that 
misfortune has a right to be querulous; but this 
summary condemnation without a chance of expla- 
nation or defence, a privilege never denied to the 
humblest criminal, cannot fail to be regretted even 
by those who have joined in it, when the passion 
of the moment shall subside. I deeply regret it— 
less on my own account, however, than because I 
think such an act of injustice inflicts a severe in- 
jury onthe bank itself—I regret it still more be- 
cause, although separated from the bank, I felta 
sincere interest in its fate and had prepared with 
great industry what I deemed the means of reviv- 
ing its prosperity, which I meant to subinit to the 
stockholders. 

All that, of course, is over now. But as [ know 
you are desirous of ascertaining the truth, I shall 
proceed to explain to you as a personal friend seve- 
ral matters, very simple in themselves, but which 
have been strangely misrepresented. Forinstance, 

You heard in the report a long and complicated 
story about cotton purchases, and it is so often said, 
that many begin to believe it—that the Bank of 
the United States speculated largely in cotton, and 
lost a great deal of money by it. It seems unkind 
to disturb so established a fact—but the truth is, 
that during my connection with the bank, it never 
owned a bale of cotton—and will not, I believe, 
lose a dollar by any operation in cotton, unless by 
great misinanagement hereafter. That whole mat- 
ter has been to me a source of so much pride, from 
its benefits to the bank and to the country, that I 
take pleasure in stating the real history of it. 

In the year 1837, the bank went to the relief of 
the city of New York, by issuing its bonds paya- 
ble in London. The question was how to provide 
the means of paying those bonds. Hitherto the 
only mode of doing it was by the purchase of bills 
drawn at the south on shipments of produce—but 
the difficulty now was, that in the general prostra- 
tioa of credit at the south, there was great danger 
in taking private bills drawn there—while many of 
the Liverpool houses on whom these bills were 
usually drawn were themselves einbarrassed. It 
occurred to me, therefore, that the only mode of 
avoiding these dangers was to purchase no bills at 
all, except founded on direct shipments of produce 
under the contro] of the bank. LT accordingly urged 
the mercantile part of the directors to engage in 
that operation—but finding none of them disposed 
to large operations, I deterinined that as it must be 
done If would do it myself. I accordingly request- 
ed Messrs. Bevan & Humpbreys to carry out the 
plan, which was simply to let their agents at the 
south draw on them domestic bills, for which they 
would receive the notes of the bank, purchase the 
produce and send it to France and England; then 
as their domestic bills came to maturity in Phila- 
delphia, to pay the bank, by sterling bills on the 
houses in England and France, to whom the pro- 
duce was sent, and by whom it was sold. This 
was the whole operation, which lasted from the 
summer of 1837 to the fall of 1838. It was un- 
dertaken without the least idea of any pecuniary 
advantage, and the only understanding on that sub- 


ject was a mere verbal assurance from me—that if 


after repaying these advances to the bank, there 
should be any excess, as the bank could not by its 





charter buy this produce, or of course take any pro- 
fits arising froin it, such excess should be given to 








—_— 
those who encountered the trouble and the respon. 
sibility. Nor was there the slightest desire to ¢.,. 
ceal it. On the contrary, all the correspondence 
and entries, I believe, passed through the bank—j; 
was announced over and over again, in publica. 
tions known to come from the bank; and it was 
particularly described in a published letter of ming 
to Mr. Adams, on the 10th of December, 1838, o¢ 
which the following is an extract: 


‘In like manner, the derangement of the curren. 
cy placed the staples of the south entirely at the 
mercy of the foreign purchaser, who conld have 
dictated the terms of sale to the prostrated planter 
It was thought proper to avert that evil by employ- 
ing a large portion of the capital of the bank jp, 
making advances on southern produce. This had 
two effects. The first was to provide remittances 
to pay its own bonds in England, issued to Now 
York merchants in their extreme distress, for, as 
the bank could not purchase these staples, it made 
advances upon them in the south, receiving, in ex. 
change, bills on Europe—the second was to intro. 
duce into the market a new competition, and this 
prevent the unconditional subjection of the planter 
to the forgein pruchaser. These advances were 
made not as in past years, on the mere persenal so. 
curity of the merchants, which the confusion of 2)| 
private credit would have rendered too bazardous— 
but, on the actual shipment of the produce to an 
American house in England, willing and able to 
protect American property, from the reckless wasie 
with which it has been often thrown into the mar- 
ket, with an entire disregard of all American inte. 
rests. The combination of these causes—the ap. 
plication of capital on this side, and the prudeit 
reserve on the other—has saved to the planting in- 
terest an amount which it is difficult to estimate be. 
low ten or fifteen millions of dollars. I believe too 
that nearly one-half of the commercial debt of this 
country to Europe has been paid by the mere difle- 
rence between the actual sales of the securities and 
staples, and the prices they would have realised, haa 
they been thrown unprotected into the hands of 
Europeans. These measures were essentially of a 
temporary nature—they were measures of emer. 
gency, adopted in the midst of a public calamity 
and to be discontinued with the necessity which 
caused them. Assoon, therefore, as the capital and 
industry of the country had time to subside into 
their accustomed channels, these operations were 
relinquished, and now they have totally and finally 
ceased.” * 


In the mean time the benefit was very great alike 
to the bank and tothe country. To the bank, because 
it got the advantage of a large circulation of its 
notes—it got the premium of its drafts from the 
south—it got the funds in Europe without the least 
risk, and a large collection of its southern debts. 
What is more important still, the possession of 
these funds abroad was the means of protecting and 
saving the agent of the bank; and, of course, the 
bank itself from prostration. Of this, the most ce- 
cisive evidence is a declaration made by the presi- 
dent of the bank himself, in a letter to Messrs. Be- 
van and Humphreys, of the 5th of February, 1840, 
in which he says—‘'The state of the debt due by 
the bank to Messrs. Humphreys and Biddle of Li- 
verpool, has been for some time the subject of great 
anxiety. These gentlemen have, with a zeal in 
favor of the bank, for which our thanks are particu- 
larly due, sustained Mr. Jaudon in many periods of 
his late struggles, with the aid not merely of their 
funds, but with all they could raise on their credit, 
and have enabled him to meet his payments, wicn 
but for their assistunce, he would not have been able io 
extricate himself.” 


Finally, the operation was of great use not mere- 
ly to the bank, but to the whole country. The to- 
tal prostration of all means and all credit in the 
south at the time, placed the whole crops at the 
mercy of the foreign purchaser. The purchases 
made to provide bills for the bank, obliged these 
foreign purchasers to give something more like 
the real value to southern produce—it made an 
actual difference in favor of the southern atates of 
at least twenty or twenty-five millions—which 
gave them facilitiesin the discharge of their debis 
to the northern states as well as to the bank it- 
self. 


While these operations were in progress, I left 
the bank—about two years ago—and the whole 
matter was of course to await the event of these 
sales—to be treated as a mere ordinary mercantile 
transaction, which it in fact was. After I had leit 
the bank, a statement was presented to me by Mr. 
Cabot, of the house of Messrs. Bevan and Hum- 
phreys, who was then a director of the bank, and 
did this whole business as the intermediary be- 
tween the bank and his house, His statement w°9 
as follows: 
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mr: ag 
Sales advised in Liverpool, 





33,000 bales at say 3s. 35,000 
5.500 do. 8 16,000 
19,000 do. 10 75,000 
6,060. do. 12 30,000 
9,000 do. 15 24,000 
18,500 do. 20 165,000 
91,000 A 
Rstimating exchange at 109 375,000 


Profit on 91,000 bales sold in Liverpool $356,000 
Do. 45,000 bales on hand 450,000 
Sales in France and Holland—( 105,000 


francs) 50,000 
6,000 bales on hand in France 50,000 
45,000 do. new crop 600,000 


1,400,000 


Deduct for interest, over estimate, &c. 200,000 


Estimating French exchange at 5.25. 1,200,000 

From this amount it appeared that the profits 
realized, and confidently expected, amounted to 
$1,400,000, and that after paying $800,000 and re- 
jmbursing all the advances to the bank there would 
still remain a sum of $600,000 in the bank to be 
enjoyed by the bank in any way permitted by the 
charter. And now what possible disposition could 
be made of this excess? If there had been no profit 
at all, I should have been content, for profit was no 
object in the operation. Butif there was a profit, 
whether of five dollars or five million of dollars, the 
bank could take no part of it, for having no right to 
purchase the produce itself, to take the least por- 
tion of gain upon it would devolve an ownership 
which was forbidden by the charter; and all that the 
bank could do was to receive back its principal and 
interest and exchange with the collateral benefits 
of the operation. I bad never known any thing 
whatever of the accounts or details, and being whol- 
ly unconnected either officially or individually with 
the bank, when I received this statement I presum- 
ed that the result of the matter was correctly stat- 
ed, it was so settled accordingly, leaving the mar- 
gin of 600,000 dollars to provide against all possible 
contingency. 

Eighteen months after I had left the bank, how- 
ever, I received a letter from the cashier, stating, 
that on winding up this concern, it was found that 
there was an over-advance of $631,390 97, and that 
the portion which it belonged to me to return was 
$315,695 44. This, of course, was a fair charge, 
and intended to be wholly responsible, and that the 
bank should be exempt from loss, I should have 
paid it at once, but for this consideration. I found, 
upon examining the case, that this loss was, in fact, 
occasioned by the sacrifice of this property, in order 
to sustain the bank in Europe from embarrassments 
brought on wholly by the bank itself; and it be- 
came a question, how far, looking at it as a simple 
coinmercial operation, the only possible light in 
which it could be regarded, I, a stanger, no longer 
connected with the bank, ought to bear the burden 
of this sac.ifice. The nature and the cause of it 
Were soon discovered, It was thus: 

Messrs. Humphreys & Biddle of Liverpool, on 
the first of June, 1840, addressed a private and con- 
filential letter to Messrs. Bevan & Humphreys, 
in which they reply to an inquiry by the latter as 
to the reasons of their paying over so much money 
to Mr, Jaudon, that it was impossible for them to 
resist the repeated and anxious requests of Mr. 
Jaudon for assistance. Thus they say that their 
advances to Mr. Jaudon were at one time as high 
a3 £270,000, besides being parties to bills on Lon- 
don houses which were then running for £226,000. 
They then quote from Mr. Jandoun’s letters to them 
extracts like these. On the 22d of August, 1839, 
he writes as follows: 

“{ must look to you for £50,000 to make up the 
suin. IfIdo not get this, I get none; for all are 
contingent on my making up iy estimates; every 
(hing, therefore, turns upon what you can do—for 
here Lam exhausted. You must therefore work 
you hardest for rae—life or death to the Bank of 
the U.S. is the issue. If 5,000 bales of cotton must 
£9, let them go, be the loss what it may—it cannot 
be so great as the loss from a protest, and must be 

orne by owners or bank as they may settle the 
Inatter between them. I leave all to you, knowing 
that you will leave nothing untried that may save 
me—the sale of 5,000 bales would do the business, 
and there ean be no doubt as to the choice of this 
evil rather than the other.” 

And on the 23d he says further: 

‘“l wrote you yesterday stating the absolute ne- 
Cessity of my relying upon you for £50,000 to help 
Cut ny list, without which the whole must fall 
rough, the large sale of cotton will help to provide 
a hope.—I now want your further aid for ano- 

'er £50,000 in bills on Hueth & Co.” 





They conclude these extracts by saying: om 
this dilemma we had no alternative but to make 
your cotton available for the desperate emergen- | 
cy,” —and again—*We have deemed it necessary | 
to make this full and unreserved comiunication, | 
by which you will see that free sales of the cotton 
shipped by you were absolutely necessary to refund 
the immense sums of money we had borrowed from 
bankers and brokers for the use of Mr. Jaudon.” 

So manifestly wrong was it to throw upon them 
the loss upon this cotton, that the president of the 
bank himself, in a letter to Messrs. Bevan & Hum- 
phreys, of the 5th of February, 1840, actually as- 
sumed this loss. His letter was as follows: 

Bank of the U. 8. Feb. 5, 1840. 

Messrs, Bevan & Humphreys, Philadelphia: 

GENTLEMEN: The state of the debt due by the 
bank to Messrs. Humphreys & Biddle, of Liver- 
pool, has been for some time the subject of great 
solicitude. These gentlemen have with a zeal in 
favor.of the bank, four which our thanks are parti- 
cularly due, sustained Mr. Jaudon in many periods 
of his struggles, with the aid, not merely of their 
funds, but with all they could raise on their credit, 
and have enabled him to meet his payments when, 
but for their assistance, he would not have been 
able to extricate himself. We now learn by the 
last advices, that their own credit will suffer unless 
they are relieved from their heavy responsibilities 
on his account. We are, therefore, extreinely anx- 
ious to repay them, but in the present state of the 
bank it is impracticable to do it by direct remit- 
tances. We understand, however, that they have 
stillon hand a quantity of merchandise shipped by 
you, some of which they have already been obliged 
to sell to meet their most pressing engagements on 
account of Mr. Jaudon. As the only remaining 
method of acquitting the debt due to them, | have 
to request that you willdirect them to raise funds 
by the sale of any or all the merchandise consigned 
by you to them, and if this sale should be attended 
by any sacrifice on its cost, we will make up the dif- 
ference, and that the sume difference will be made 
upon what lhey have already sold. Having no other 
method of paying a debt of so sacred a character, 
we must submit to any merely pecuniary loss it 





must occasion. With great respect, yours, 
T. DUNLAP, president. 

Here, then, was the positive evidence—first, that 
this loss was incurred, by sacrifices, for the benefit 
of the bank; and second, that the loss was recog- 
nized and assumed by the bank. 

Fearful that my own judgment might mislead me, 
I determined to consult some eminent gentleman, 
out of Philadelphia, who would look at the matter 
with candor and impartiality, and I, therefore, sub- 
mitted the whole case to chancellor Kent. That 
gentleman’s auswer wasas follows: 

New York, Sept. 17, 1840. 
Nicholas Biddle, esq. 

DEAR sir: I have carefully perused the papers 
you sent me yesterday, containing the draft of your 
letter to the president and directors of the Bank of 
the United States, and a copy of Mr. Dunlap’s let- 
ter to Messrs. Bevan and Husophreys, of the 5th of 
February, 1840. 

I am of opinion and most decidedly, that you are 
well founded in law and equity in your claim to 
have deducted from the account, the difference be- 
tween the cost of the cotton sold at Liverpool by 
Messrs. Humphreys & Biddle to repay their ad- 
vances to Mr. Jaudon and the proceeds of the sales. 
The letter of Mr. Dunlap as president of the bank, 
directing the sale at all events and at any sacrifice 
to save Mr. Jaudon, and exempt the bank from dis- 
credit—and stating that the bank would make up 
the difference if there was any sacrifice on the cost, 
and that the assurance should apply tothe merchan- 
dise already sold as well as that to be sold puts an 
end in my judgment to all doubt and difficulty as 
to the question of the responsibility of the bank, 
and of your claim to indermnily against the sacrifice. 
The letter with its assurances is retrospective as 
well as prospective, founded on the equitable con- 
sideration and justice of the case, that sacrifices 
made at the pressing solicitations of Mr. Jaudon as 
the agent of the bank to relieve it, ought to be borne 
by it. Lam, dear sir, yours very respectfully, 

JAMES KENT. 

It was then manifest to me that my property had 
been sacrificed to the necessities of the bank— 
brought on by the conduct of the bank after I left 
it—brought on by the efforts to break down the 
banks of New York—the real cause of all the dis- 
asters of the Bank of the U. S.—which now called 
upon me to repair the injuries its owa conduct had 
inflicted. ‘To these persons I denied all right to 
make any such call. I would not consent that I 
should be made to suffer from their mismanage- 
ment. At the same time, I desired to avoid all 
controversy, especially with the bank. 











With these impressions, I put the whole matter 
into the hands of a friend, second to none in this 
city for intelligence and character, and requested 
him to settle it in any manner which he migit deem 
just and proper. 

He has authorised me to make the following 
statement: 

“{ began by informing the committee that you 
believed your property had been sacrificed by the 
bank to meet its necessities, and that you would 
not consent to any loss growing out of that transac- 
tion. I had several interviews with the committee 
—they ended by the gentlemen composing it ex- 
pressing a wish that the matter in dispute should 
be amicably closed. ‘To this I answered, that un- 
der all the circumstances you did not recognise the 
claim to any thing, and that you would pay it inere- 
ly from an unwillingness to have a controversy with 
the bank. Among the securities mentioned on the 
vecasion were some sterling bonds of Texas paya- 
ble in London; and as the committee were strongly 
impressed with the belief, in which Mr. Jaudon 
then recently from London .concurred, that these 
bonds would, by the expected success of the Texian 
loan, be forthwith paid in London, and be equal to 
cash there—they preferred these to the other secu- 
rities, and they were accordingly given. 

“In a subsequent interview, after discussing va- 
rious kinds of securities, the committee asked whe- 
ther you could not furnish the whole amount of the 
balance in the same Texian securities. This, after 
consultation with you, was agreed to, and the ar- 
rangement was so concluded. The principal parts 
of it were, ! 

‘Ist. That it was maintained by you that the 
bank had no claim upon you. 

“2d. That the payment was yielded to by you for 
the sake of peace. 

“3d. That these particular securities were se- 
lected by the commillee themselves.” 

Accordingly the deficiency was provided for in 
that way—the other parties settled for their respec- 
tive shares, and thus the whole over advance was 
refunded by giving securities which may be more 
or less easily convertible, but which cannot fail, L 
should think, to replace the whole of the over ad- 
vance. As to the securities—those of Texas— 
they are at this moment worth far more than the 
stock of the bank itself, and it happens, opporiune- 
ly enough, that I have this very day heard from 
Europe, of the success of the Texian loan which 
secures the payment of these bonds as Mr. Jaudon 
anticipated. 


Now this payment of mine was wholly gratui- 
tous. I would not pay until I had ascertained and 
asserted my rights—and having done that I volun- 
tarily yielded them. ‘The committee said that they 
wished it settled amicably. Undoubtedly they did 
—for they kuew that unless I chose to pay they 
could never receive a dollar. I actually paid these 
320,000 dollars, which I was not under the least 
obligation to pay,—which chancellor Kent declared 
neither law nor equity made it necessary to pay,— 
and in doing it, I thought I was giving a strong 
proof how far ancient and kindly recollections of 
the bank prevailed over all selfish considerations. 
Perbaps I should have been wiser—certainly I 
should have been richer—had I abstained froin a 
generosity which has been so ill-requited. 

Such is the history of this cotton operation. It 
consisted merely in this—that the bank accustomed 
to buy bills of exchange on private credit, resolved 
for greater precaution when private credit was very 
unsafe, to buy only from a known party on real 
shipments of produce. This lasted about twelve 
months, and when it is over, it being found that the 
bank had advanced for these cottons more than they 
realized, in consequence of the conduct of the bank 
itself the parties interested refunded the money. 
Yet this transaction, simple, straightforward and 
public, is perverted into a mysterious and ruinous 
speculation. 

To-morrow I will explain to you another matter, 
and in the meantime remain with great respect and 
esteem, N. BIDDLE. 


THIRD LETTER FROM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, ESQ. TO 
THE HON. JOHN M. CLAYTON, 
Andalusia, Bucks county, April 14, 1841. 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Delaware: 

My pear str: I am about to explain to you 
some singular details of what would otherwise be 
unintelligible—the origin and nature of the late pro- 
ceelings touching the Bank of the United States. 

To you who have been wholly unconnected with 
either the old or new Bank of the United States— 
to you who have never borrowed a dollar or receiv- 
ed a favor from either—nor been responsible for a 
dollar as principal or security to either—what con- 
cerus the bank possesses but little interest—but the 
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story should be preserved, not merely to show to 
the suffering stockholders the influences which have 
inisled them, but as a curious illnstration how ob- 
scure and insignificant causes produce great disas- 
ters. I pay you therefore to follow me down through 
these inysteries. 

On the docket of the court of common pleas of 
Philadelphia—on the equity side—is the following 
entry: 

Cheyney Hickman for the use ) 
of the president, directors and 
company of the Bank of the U. 
States, and the president, direc- 
tors and company of the Bank of f 
the United States, 


vs. 
Manuel Eyre & Chas. Massey. J) 

Here is a suit the purpose of which is to decide 
aclaim for asum varying from 15,000 to 40,000 
dollars, according to an account which the bank 
wishes to compel the parties to render. 

Without meaning to give any opinion about that 
case, the simple fact that the bank had just brought 
a suit against Mr. Charles Massey, was of itself 
sufficient to prevent his being a member of that 
committee of investigation. Before any tribunal he 
would have been rejected as a juror, and a sense of 
propriety should have induced him instantly to de- 
cline the appointment. His partner, Mr. Manuel 
Eyre, had been a director in 1840, but in conse- 
quence of complaints against him was left out of the 
board at the last election—a source of keen disap- 
pointment. These feelings found other stimulants 
to support them. Mr. Eyre is understood to be the 
largest‘ stockholder in the Schuylkill Navigation 
company, of which Mr. Lippincott is the president, 
and these three persons, Mr. Massey, Mr. Lippin- 
cott, and Mr. Eyre, and their friends are believed 
to have nearly all their fortunes dependent on the 
success of that work, while they have no interest in 
the bank—Mr. Massey owning only two shares, 
Mr. Eyre three, and Mr. Lippincott five. It was 
at one period thought a profitable speculation, but 
every day it is encroached on by later improve- 
ments, and more especially by a rail road going di- 
rectly to the very mouth of the mines, so that ils 
stock which was sold at $170 or $180 a share, is 
now on its decline, and has already reached $65 or 
$60. These parties are extremely sensitive on the 
rubject of every new improvement which may in- 
terfere with them, and they are more particularly 
bitter against this Reading rail road, which, when 
completed, will probably supersede the river navi- 
vation. Now the Bank of the United States has 
been obliged to take for debts a large number of 
shares in the Reading rail road, and with a view to 
protect its own interests has given facilities to 
finish the road so as to make it productive; some of 
the officers and directors were also holders of shares 
in the road, and what was still more criminal, Mr. 
Jaudon, while in England, negotiated some loan or 
got some iron for the company. Now the owners | 
of the navigation company saw clearly that if these | 
persons should be rendered odious, if the Bank of 
the United States could be broken down, it would 
carry down this Reading rail road, and thus increase 
the profits of the company. This is really the foun- 
dation of the whole of this attack upon the bank.— 
It is the vengeance of the Schuylkill Navigation 
company against the Bank of the United States for 
Jending money to the Reading rail road. 

Of that intrigue the stockholders of the bank have 
been already the dupes, and [ am very much afraid 
will be the victims. 

To carry it oa, availing themselves of the confu- 
sion of the annual meeting in January, Mr. Lippin- 
cott, proposed a committee, of which he was of 
course made chairman, Mr. Massey another member, 
and four others completed the committee, which had | 
power to fill their own vacancies. ‘Three out of the! 
six members declined serving, the remaining three 
filled their places, and as of these remaining three 
Mr. Lippincott and Mr. Massey were the majority, 
the committee is in fact a committee of the Schuyl- 
kill Navigation company. All this our galiant friend 
capt. Stockton began to explain to the meeting, but 
he was silenced, as you saw, by the impatience of 
the crowd. Very soon after they began their labors, 
which were originally confined to an examination 
of the assets of the bank, came the last suspension 
of specie payments—and then for the first time they 
received froin the board of directors a resolution de- 
claring ‘‘that the board is ready to afford them every 
facility inthe prosecution of any investigation which 
the coiminittee may be willing to make of the affairs 
and transactions of this bank and the canses of its 
actual situation, and that it is the wish of this board 
that the committee should make such investigation.” 
Up to the date of the suspension, and while the 
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board believed that they could go on continuing 
specie payments, they determined to keep this com- 


mittee of investigation to their proper sphere of ve- 
rifying the assets, and had so instructed the com- 
mittee of the board appointed to meet the commit- 
tee of investigation. But the moment they found 
that they could no longer continue specie payments 
—in the alarm and confusion which followed, they 
appealed to the committee of investigation and beg- 
ged them now to examine the causes of their pros- 
tration. That the purpose of this was to relieve 
themselves by throwing the blame on their prede- 
cessors, cannot be doubted, nor is it less evident 
that the committee as perfectly understood it as if 
it had been in the resolution, for the most remarka- 
ble character of the report is this—that from the 
beginning to the end there is not censure, nor scarce- 
ly mentioned, any transaction of the bank within 
the last two years. There seeins to have been a 
tacit understanding that the committee might inves- 
tigate what they pleased if they would only abstain 
from touching the present board. ‘*We commenc- 
ed,”’ says the committee, ‘an examination of the af- 
fairs and transactions of the bank, and the causes of 
its actual situation”—and yet they find no cause, 
no transaction, no reason for the actual situa- 
tion of the bank that is not at least two years old. 
It seems to me as if my administration had been 
sold to the committee by these directors at the price 
of their own safety. Had they nothing to say about 
the protest by Messrs. Hottinguer & Co.—nothing 
of the injury to the credit of the institution by the 
sales of post notes in the fall of 1839—nothing of 
the publication of the Ist of January—nothing of 
the resumption—nothing of the third suspension?— 
Not one single word. The stockholder wanted to 
know why his stock was reduced from $116 in 
March, 1839, to $17, in March, 1841. Well—the 
protest by Messrs. Hottinguer & Co. reduced the 
stock $16 a share—that wasaluss of 5,000,000 
dollars;—the publication of the Ist of January, 1841, 
brought it seventeen dollars a share lower—that 
was a loss of about $6,000,000;—the suspension in 
February still further reduced it $30 a share—that 
was a loss of about $10,000,000. Nene of these 
trifles seemed worthy of these auxious inquirers af- 
ter truth—but having at last ubtained permission to 
examine the private accounts they repaid it by con- 
fining their attention to those only whom they hoped 
to injure, and abstained from all serious notice of 
what concerned those in power at present. Accord- 
ingly during these three months inquisition, they 
could find nothing more interesting than to seek, 
inicroscope in hand, the accounts olf certain officers 
and parade them before a crowd of irritated stock- 
holders to excite their indignation—accounts, more- 
over, finally settled and therefore incapable of yield- 
ing any thing but reproaches, and on which accord- 
ing to their own showing, it is impossible that a loss 
of any magnitude can be sustained. 

Accordingly, when they have finished these gos- 
sipings, they seem to have done their work, and all 
that they have to say of the general administration 
of the bank is that during the existence of the late 
Bank of the United States on the 6th March, 1835, 
the committee of exchange was authorised to make 
stock loans at five per cent. and they object: 

That such a power ought not to be delegated; 

That the committee made too large loans to indi- 
viduals and firms; 

That they ought not to discount but only buy 
bills of exchange; 

That they kept no minutes but gave verbal or- 
ders to the officers of the bank; and that 

Their transactions ‘“‘were never submitted to the 
board at itsregular meetings nor is it any where 
inentioned on the minutes as have been reported to 
that body for their information or approbation.” 

Now, what I mean to prove is this— 

Ist. That these exchange committees have been 
in use since the foundation of the bank—very be- 
neficially to the bank. 

2d. That the board have from time to time grant- 
ed to other exchange committees the same powers 
here delegated in 1835. 

3d. That the board have instructed them not to 
confine themselves to erchunge—but to make discounts, 
and expressly exempted them from the necessily of re- 
porting their proceedings to the board. 

4th. And finally, I mean to prove that of all the 
directors of the bank, from its commencement to 
this hour—the man who has been the most decided 
in his support to the doings of the committee of ex- 
change—the man who again and again declated 
that the committee of exchange should not confine 
itself to mere bills, but should make discounts, and 
should not report its proceedings to the board—that 
person is the very identical Mr. Joshua Lippincott, 
who now, as chairman of the investigating commit- 
tee, denounces these committees and boards for not 
doing this very thing, which he himself insisted 
they should not do. I shall at the same time prove 


. that next to Mr. Joshua Lippincott, the individual 





who was most zealous in the same canse, js M 
Manuel Eyre, the real member of this ¢ Sg 
through his partner, Mr. Massey. 

Ist. With regard to the exchange committes. 
the year 1834, a committee of the senate of the U 
States was appointed toinvestigate the Bank of th; 
U. States, and of that committee Mr. Tyler < 
the chairman. The recent elevation of this gentle 
man to the chief magistracy could not induce mney, 
say if, but shall not prevent me from saying it, that 
no man ever went into that bank with a more gj, 
cere disposition to seek the truth, and to exp... 
what he should find wrong; but his inquiry, thoyo, 
thorough and severe, was conducted in a tone i 
decided and at the same time so gentlemanly, ¢},, 
it was a pleasure to give him every informatio, }, 
sought. One of the objects of his inquiry was 1), 
history and formation of the exchange commities 
He traced it from its beginning in 1817 to its ino, 
regular form in 1821, and he concludes with thj. 
“The committee on exchange was created at the 
same time with the committee on the offices ay 
other committees, has continued ever since, and ey. 
ists as your committee believes not only in stric: 
conformity with the charter but with advantages ty 
the bank and convenience to the public.” 

2d. As to the power heretofore conferred on sy¢) 
committees,—On the 9th of July, 1830, on moto, 
of Mr. Alexander Henry, 

Resolved, That the committee of exchange } 
authorised to loan on the collateral security of a. 
proved public stocks large sums of money at a rr 
of discount not lower than five per cent. 

On the 17th of Septeinber, 1830, this power wa 
extended by a resolution offered by Mr. J. C. Fish. 
er, as follows: 

Resolved, That a resolution adopted by the boar 
on the 9th day of July last, authorising the con. 
mittee of exchange to loan on the pledge of pubic 
stock, be so modified as to permit such loans to bp 
made on the same, or other approved securitics, a; 
rate of interest not less than 44 per cent. per x. 
num. 

Now let us see what was done by this committe 
of exchange, of which Mr. Eyre himself was chai. 
man. Under this resolution of 1830, a loan wa 
made which happened to attract the attention o 
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the committee of congress, in 1832, on which oce 
sion Manuel Eyre, made, under his own hand, the 
following startling statement: 

‘‘The board of directors passed resolutions auth 
rising the exchange committee to make investmeni 
at any rate of interest not less than four and a tal 
percent. As chairman of that commitiee I call: 
upon Messrs. T. Biddle & Co. several times ani 
particularly requested them to make all their gre 
operations with us, and urged them to take tuo » 
three millions of dollars or more at five per cent. avi 
for as long a time as they wished. ‘They were 10 
willing to take the loan for as long a time as i 
committee wished, but reserved the right of payin 
off as night suit their convenience. The comm 
tee, upon undoublied security, loaned them upwar 
of 1,000,000 dollars at 5 per cent.—which loan \ 
now reduced as your committee has observed, '' 
600,000 dollars, and will pay an interest of six pt 
cent. It was thought a very advantageous arrantt 
ment to obtain such a large investinent ai 5 per ett 
on such undoubled security, when the commitiee wt" 
authorised to loan at four and a half per cent. I hit 
always regarded the operation as one in which tl 
bank was the favored party, and I think it may 
safely and truly said that the account of Messrs. ! 
Biddle & Co. has been one of the most advantay’ 


ous accouts in the bank. 
MANUEL EYRE. 

April 5, 1832.” 

Here is a chairman of a committee of exchang 
who urges a single house to take two or three 
lions of dollars or more for as long a time asl" 
wished, and by an odd coincidence, this very hous 
on whom Mr. Eyre urged a loan of two or three ™ 
lions of dollars or more, at five per cent. and for! 
long a time as they wished, is the very house 
amount of whose loan is the subject of compl” 
by the committee of investigation. al 

3. The next complaint is that the corn” 
made discounts as well as purchase of bills. he 
this was done in consequence of instructions ")" 
given by Mr. Lippincott and Mr. Eyre thenselvts,' 
which the proof is as follows: d 

On the 12th of April, 1833, the following pre 
ble and resolution were offered: 

«Whereas it is proper that the ordinary bus! 
of the board should not be transacted by a ne 
number of directors than that required by the ae 
ter, and the business of discounts can be age 
ently transacted as heretofore it has been @!° 
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meeting of the board. Therefore, 


Resolved, That the duties of the committee on 5 


change shall not extend to the business of discov 
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On this resolution you will of course suppose that 
these great champions of loans exclusively by the 
board would have heartily embraced this proposal. 
Well—This resolution was made the order of the 
day for the 19th of April, on which day it was called 
up, when, strange to say, — ; 

Mr. Eyre moved that said resolution be postpon- 
ed to the day fixed for the consideration of the rules 
of the bank, and said motion, equivalent to a rejec- 
tion, was agreed to by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Eyre, Lippincott, White, Henry, 
Sergeant, Fisher, Newkirk, Lewis, Holmes,McKim, 
Biddle—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Macalester, 
M’Eldery, Wager—5. 

On the 2ud of May, 1833, the board proceeded to 
the order of the day, the consideration of the new 
rules and regulations for conducting the business 
of the bank [being the same which were adopted 
and are now in force in April, 1841}. 

On that occasion, the following amendment was 
offered: 

“The committee of exchange shall act as a daily 
committee at the bank, and afford their aid and ad- 
vice in all cases relative to the interest and affairs 
of the institution, bul their dulies shall nol extend to 
the business of discounts. They shail lay before the 
board at every slated meeting, a statement of their 
proceedings which shall be read before the discounts 
of the day are settled.” 

This amendment was rejected, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Sullivan, Wager and Gilpin—3. 

Nays—Messrs. Lippincott, Eyre, Bevan, White, 
Fisher, yee Newkirk, Macalester, Lewis, 
Holmes, Potter, Biddle—13. 

At the same sitting, this amendment to the rules 
was proposed: 

“4 statement of the proceedings of the commiliee on 
exchange since the last stated meeting shall be reported 
in writing and read,” which was rejected by yeas 
and nays by the same inflexible haters of loans by 
the committee on exchange. The votes were— 

Yeas—Messrs. Gilpin, Wager, Sullivan, Williog, 
White, Macalester, Potter—7. 

Nays—Messrs. Lippincott, Eyre, Bevan, Fisher, 
Chauncey, Newkirk, Lewis, Holmes, Biddle—9. 

The decision by this vote was in fact an instruc- 
tion to the committee that they ought to include 
discounts in their business, and that they need not 
report their doings to the board. 

Mr. Lippincott and Mr. Eyre, as members of the 
committee on investigation, think it wrong for the 
exchange committee to discount—still more wrong 
fora cashier alone to discount—and they would 
doubtless have added, if they had thought such an 
enormity conceivable, that the extremity of wrong 
would be for a director to obtain discounts froin the 
cashier without the knowledge of the board—yet I 
am assured by the late cashier that both Mr. Lip- 
pincottand Mr. Eyre, while sitting as directors, fre- 
quently asked and obtained from him large loans 
which they did not subwit either to the board or to 
the committee. These acts of kindness ought to 
have prevented any very violent indignation on 
their part against loans by the cashier. 

But say the committee, the exchange committee 
keep no minutes—make no entries—but having de- 
cided any thing, give verbal orders to the officers to 
carry it into execution. Well, in what other way 
do committees act? Mr. Lippincott has been, I be- 
lieve adirector for more than twenty years, has 
been a member of many of the committees, and 
chairman I believe of them. Did he ever keep 
toinutes? Did he ever propose such a thing—think 
ofsuch athing? Does any exchange committee of 
aly bauk in Philadelphia keep minutes? And now 
at the end of these twenty years he comes to re- 
proach his ancient colleagues with not doing what 
he did not do himself. 

And now we come to the final and wost impor- 
tant part of this report. 

[n a year or two after the veto of the bill rechar- 
tering the bank in 1832, it prepared by degrees to 
retreat back to Pennsylvania by the gradual sale of 
the branches, and by the concentration. of the as- 


sets in stocks which might at any time be available 


in any aspect of its affairs, either to wind up or to 
expand under a new charter. 

Accordingly on the 6th of March, 1835, there is 
the following entry on the minutes: 

The president submitted to the board a general 
view of the situation of the bank; its means and 
liabilities; its cireulation and deposites; and the pro- 
bable future demands upon it; showing its ample 
resources and power of expansion— 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Coxe, seconded 
by Mr. Henry— 

‘Resolved, That the committee of exchange be 
anthorised to make loans on the security of the 


Gilpin, Sullivan, 





stock of this bank or other approved security—and 


if necessary, at a lower rate than six, but not less 
than five per cent. per annum.” 

Let us see then who are the persons composing 
these exchange committees to execute this resolu. 
tion. They were according to the appendix to this 
report: 

In 1886—March 4. Messrs. Platt, White, New- 
kirk. Oct. 7. White, Lewis, Price. 

In 1887—Jan.6. Messrs. Lewis, Price, Platt. 
July 11. Cope, Humphreys, Vanderkemp. 
In 1838—Jan.5. Platt, Cabot, Waln. 

Waln, Lewis, Vanderkemp. 

In 1839—Jan.11. Vanderkemp, Price, Cabot. 
July 5. Cabot, Cope, Waln. 

In 1840—Jan. 7. Price, Lewis, Newkirk. July 
7. Price, Cabot, Handy. Oct. 13. Waln, Handy, 
Cabot. 

This then was the settled course of policy of the 
bank until its future fate could be ascertained. No 
one can deny that this was the true course for the 
bank. Now this, according to the committee, is 
the source of all the diasters of the institution—and 
they assign as reasons the size of the loans made, 
and the want of minutes by the committee, which 
I have already answered, and finally it is declared 
that the business done by the committee “‘was ne- 
ver submitted to the examination of the board, at 
its regular meetings, nor is it any where entered on 
the minutes, as baving been reported to that body, 
for their information or approbation.” 

«‘The established course of business,” say they, 
“seems to have been for the first teller to pay on 
presentation to the counter, all checks, notes, or 
due bills, having endorsed the order or the initials of 
one of the cashiers—and to place these as vouchers 
in bis drawers forso much cash—where they re- 
mained until just before the regular periodical 
counting of the cash by the standing committee on 
the state of the bank. ‘These vouchers were then 
taken out and entered as ‘bills receivable,’ ina 
small memorandum book under the charge of one 
of the clerks.”” And then we are led to imagine 
that these irregular loans having once got into this 
gulph of bills receivable lay hidden from every hu- 
man eye. 

This was undoubtedly what this committee would 
have persuaded the stockholders—this was what 
they meant to insinuate without asserting it. But 
by one of those lucky accidents which sometimes 
defeat the worst designs,this very committee have in- 
advertently and unconsciously put forth a statement, 
which not only flatly contradicts the whole of their 
report, but convicts their chairman, Mr. Lippincott, 
of the grossest negligence or connivance. As long 
as the committee wished to prove that the officers 
of the bank and the exchange committee were 
guilty, it suited their purposes to represent these 
persons as concealing their proceedings. But hav- 
ing accomplished this, there were still some direc- 
tors—some stockholders probably of the Reading 
rail road—who were to be punished, and they 
therefore, turn short round, aud deciare that these 
very proceedings were constantly before the direc- 
tors, who, they insinuate, are guilty of neglect in 
not examining and stopping them. Thanks to this 
blind rage for more vengeance, they thus reveal 
what completely answers ali that they have previ- 
ously written, and never, certainly, was seen at the 
quarter sessions, any witness caught more com- 

letely in hisown trap. All this is seen in the fol- 
naies extract from the report: 

“By the thirteenth standing rule of the bank, it 
is provided that the committee on the state of the 
bank, composed of five inembers, and elected by 
ballot every three months, should ‘tat least once 
during their time of service examine and count the 
discounted notes; and compare the amount thereof 
with the balance of the amount of bills discounted 
in the general ledger; they shall also count the 
cash, and the printed and the unprinted paper in 
possession of the cashier—examine the evidences 
of the public debt and property of the corporations, 
make an inventory of the same, to be compared 
with the books in order to ascertain the agreement 
and report to the board.” The custom appears to 
have been for this committee to confine their ex- 
amination exclusively to the cash, bills discounted 
on personal and other security, the issues, and the 
printed and unprinted bank paperon hand. The 
account, however, of the general state of the bank, 
submitted to the directors at every siated meeting, 
contained the items of ‘bills receivable on the bank 
stock and other security,’? which included as well 
the bills receivable for sale of branches as ihe loans 
made in the manner heretofore adverted to, and ‘‘fo- 
reign bills of exchange,” under which head was con- 
tinued the udvances on shipments of merchandise. 
Thus, on June 28th, 1838, on which day an exami- 
nation was reported by the committee on the state 
of the bank, there stood to the debit of “bills receiv- 
able” the sum of $13,106,074 55 cents; and of ‘‘fo- 
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reign bills of exchange” the sum of 7,216,109 dol- 
lars, 34 cents. 

This is truly astounding. Here itappears by the 
declaration of this committee itself, that at every 
staled meeting of the directors for many years, all 
these loans now deemed so secret—all these ad- 
vances on cotton—every species of investment 
which is the subject of reproach was submitted to 
the directors. Every day did these directors see 
on the table before them this statement of loans and 
advances, and any director who wished for the par- 
ticulars had only to ask for it and the whole details 
would have been immediately brought into the di- 
rector’s room. Not merely might every director 
examine it—but there was a coinmittee whose spe- 
cial duty it was to examine it, according to the bye 
laws, every three months. 

Now who were these committees on the state of 
the bank, whose business it was to control the ex- 
change committees? They were: 

In 1836—March 4. Lippincott, Neff, Brown, 
Trotter, Beylard. October7. Neif, Troth, Beylard, 
Newkirk, Cope. 

In 1837—January 6. Newkirk, Lippincott, Boh- 
len, Vanderkemp, Hickman. April 14. Newkirk, 
Lippincott, Bohlen, Lewis, Hickman. 

{In 1838—January 5. Lippincott, Lewis, Bohlen, 
Brown, Connell. October 9. Cope, Neff, Cabot, 
Alsop, Hickman. 

In 1839—January 11. Waln, Hickman, Alsop, 
White, Newkirk. July 5. Alsop, Hickman, White, 
Newkirk, Ingersoll. December17. White, New- 
kirk, Cabot, Cope, Price. 

In 1840—January 7. Waln, Neff, Connell, Han- 

dy, Cabot. July 7. Waln, Taylor, Alsop, Neff, 
Brown. October 13. Neff, Lewis, Martin, Byre, 
Brown. 
But more especially let us follow Mr. Lippincott. 
We have just seen by the above extract trom the 
report of the committee that on the 28tb of June, 
1838, on which day an examination was reported 
by the committee ou the state of the bank, there 
stood to the debit of ‘‘bills receivable,” the sum of 
$13,106,074 55, and of ‘foreign bills of exchange,” 
the sum of $7,216,109 34. 

Here then was every item of all these loans and 
cotton purchases before a committee whose bounden 
duty it was to examine them. Who was this com- 
mittee? What directors were they, so lost to their 
duty as not to have examined these doings and ex- 
pose them? Who, above all, was the chairman of 
that committee, the natural leader of that great re- 
form? Alas, for human infirmity. In the appen- 
dix of the committee’s report is a list of all the 
committees for several years, from which it ap- 
pears that on the very 28th of June this viyilant 
committee on the state of the bank, stands recra- 
ed, and at their head is 

JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, chairman. 
LAWRENCE LEWwIs, 

JOHN BoHLEN, 

JoHN A. Brown, 

JoHN CONNELL. : 

And now when this Mr. Lippincott goes before 
the stockholders to complain of abuses, let hitn be 
asked by some independent man what he did on 
that occasion. Say to him did you examine these 
statements? If you say no—then you betrayed 
your duty—then you were faithless tous. If yes— 
then why did younot stop these proceedings which 
now, nearly three years afterwards, you come to 
usto denounce. You are unjust to us in either 
way, and we fear that all this pretended zeal in our 
service is but a mask to conceal your own selfish 
purposes. Let any stockholder say that to him, 
and see what he will answer. 

On the whole, my belief is, that this movement 
is a conspiracy got up by the managers of the 
Schuylkill Navigation company, aided by a few 
weak persons who did not see that they were the 
dupes of their selfish associates—that to carry 
their objects, they have by misrepresentations irri- 
tated the stockholders into a measure which can- 
not fail greatly to injure their interests, and that 
the Bank of the United States has been sacrificed 
to the jealousy and the despair of the Schuylkill 
Navigation company. 

And now I have occupied you long enough with 
these miserable intrigues, and will release you with 
the assurance of the sincere respect of, vour’s, 

N. BIDDLE. 





DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 127.] 
In senate, Thursday, January 21, 1841. 

Mr. Wricnur said it would be unnecessary for 
him to say that he had not power to answer the re- 
marks of the honorable senator from Kentacky who 
had just taken his seat, (Mr. CrrTTENDEN.) He, 





(Mr. Waicnt), had been too long there, and was 
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too weil known in that body, to attempt to follow 
the lively course of remark—the keen and cutting 
satire ef tie honorable senator from Kentucky. His 
was a inore plain and bumbie part—ihat of facts so 
far as he understood them, and of argument so far 
as be was able to bring argument to bear on those 
facis, He confessed he was unexpectedly called 
upon to address the senate in immediate reply to the 
senator from Kentucky. The senator on his right, 
(Mr. BucHaNnan), to whom the appeal had been 
more particularly directed, had yielded the floor to 
him for a particular purpose, he not being prepared, 
as he, (Mr. W.) was not, without examination 
into the facts, to answer the remark which had 
been made on the subject of certain items of public 
expenditure. 
He should discuss but one single topic, first brief- 
ly noticing, and very imperfectly, some of the re- 
masks of the honorable senator froin Kentucky. 
But first it was due to himself that he, (Mr. 
Wricnr), should offer/his humble apology for an 
interruption of the honorable senator, not that it 
was noticed by the senate, but because it was dis- 
courteous on his part. Still it was a compliment to 
the gentleman’s powers as a debater, for it was an 
interruption which nothing could have drawn from 
him but the rapidity and force with which he was 
rushing to conclusions calculated to carry his hearers 
along with him, and to lead the senate, as Mr. 
WricurT thought, to erroneous impressions upon 
the points he was discussing. Hence the interrup- 
tion, for which he sincerely asked his pardon. 
[Mr. CRITTENDEN courteously remarked, in an 
under tone, that apology was wholly unnecessary. } 
Mr. WriGcurt continued. The honorable senator 
then told the friends of the present adininistration, 
they had attempted tu sneer at the now dominant 
party. Now, if he had said or done any thing which 
should seem to have given the honorable senator 
just cause for such an imputation, he had said and 
done what he had not intended to say ordo. He 
(Mr. WriGHT), aow stood in a minority in the 
country, and he had been called upon on varions 
occasions, since the meeting of the senate, to say 
that he desired to demean himself with all becoin- 
ing modesty and buinility in that unfortunate condi- 
tion; but yet he might say to the honorable senator, 
while that honorable gentleman was presenting to 
them 1,200,000 votes on his side as too large a body 
to be sneered at, that 1,100,000 treemen, as a wi- 
nority, might look and sinile, though they should 
not’sneer. He admitted that the adiiinistration, 
which was to come in on the 4th of March next, 
came in by a vastly larger vote than any which had 
yreteded it; and he would tell those gertlemen— 
ang he did it with feelings of kindness—that they 
eine in, in the face of a minority, in numbers and 
proportion much more powerful than any previous 
administration ever yet met. Let, then, on all 
hands, the admenition of the honorable senator be 
looked to; for, while it does not belong to the mino- 
nority to sneer, the majority have not advantage 
enough to swagger. The great sea of public opi- 
nion cannot bear deep agitation, without some dan- 
ger of a change of power, when the difference be- 
tween the contending parties is so small, and a 
change of ten per cent. may easily be wrought 
against him who dares excite this immense inass of 
mind, even upon the surface. Let all, then, look 
well and carefully to their measures and to their 
policy. He took the reproof, or desired to do so, 
with which the honorable senator bad favored him- 
self and party; and he would be very glad to profit 
by it. Atthe same time he wished to impress the 
honorable senator and his friends with the papable 
truth that a strong party must do right or be over. 
thrown. He appeals to the public judgment of the 
freemen of the country. Mr. Wricut cheerfully 
acknowledged the propriety of the tribunal, and its 
perlect jurisdictiin, while he believed the repre- 
sentatives of majorities might be sometimes wrong, 
and (bat constituent majorities were easily changed 
by over-confidence on the partof their representa- 
tives, and by consequent measures having more refe- 
rence to interests and classes than to our entire con- 
stituency. . 

Another position of the senator, in the course of 
his interesting argument, was that they, (the pre- 
sent majority), “as a dying party, upon the last 
stage of their condemned term,’ were endeavoring 
to do—what? To occupy the ground of the future 
administration, and forestall its measures. Was 
that so? Had the history of this very short period, in 
which they had had the pleasure of sitting together, 
warranted such a charge? They had, it was true, 
introduced the measure under discussion—a _ pre- 
eimption bill—a prospective pre-einption—and this, 
it was true, in that respect, was a novel feature in a 
setiled policy of the retiring administration. What 
were the great measures of policy, as he believed— 


subject—which were looked to by the whole coun- 
try as the measures of the coming 1n-administration? 
A destruction of the system of finance of the pre- 
sent administration was, he supposed, the most pro- 
tsinent. Were they, (the present adininistration), 
responsible for presenting that? He knew the other 
honorable senator from Kentucky would diseharge 
them from such an accusation, for he wonld fee} 
honored in’ acknowledging that he- had bimself 
called upon them, (the present majority), to undo 
what, with intentions as pure to their country as 
those which govern the gentlemen opposite, they 
had done. He, (Mr. WrieuT), complained not; 
yet surely they onght not to be charged with at- 
tempting to forestall the measures of the coming in- 
administration. Thus far, the resolution to repeal 
the law establishing an independent treasury for the 
country was thurst upon hoes almost as soon as 
they were in their seats, and from one of the great 
leaders of the opposition to that strictly constitu- 
tional and truly republican measure. - * 

Next, as to this proposed distribution to the states 
of the proceeds of the public lands. Was not that 
looked upon every where as one of those measures 
which would be favorite and prominent with the 
coming in-administratiou, and as a measure against 
which the existing administration was known to 
have sustained an immovable opposition? Where 
they then to be charged—and he would observe, if 
he should appear'to speak warmly, that he spoke 
with no unkindness—were they to be charged with 
bringing this measure before the senate, and, by 
acling upon it, with forestalling the measures and 
policy of the new administration? Certainly not. 
The honorable senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crir- 
TENDEN), would concede that it was through his 
avency, and not through the agency of any friend of 
the present administration, that this question has 
been forced on this body, and calls for its action and 
its judgment. 

Taking the facts, then, as they stood, were the 
friends of the administration chargeable with fore- 
stalling the policy of the triumphant administration 
which was now so near? It had seemed to him that 
they were not. There were many other remarks of 
the honorable senator which be might notice, but he 
would return to the question before the senate, for 
the purpose of discussing briefly the single point 
Which had called him to the floor. 

The proposition before the senate was to recom- 
mit the bill to the committee on public lands, which 
had reported it, with instructions to report a bill to 
provide for the distribution of the proceeds of those 
lands to the states, as a part of the instructions pro- 
posed. The point he wished now to discuss related 
to this part of the instructions; and although, at the 
commencement of the debate, he had proposed to 
himself to discuss this whole subject of distribu- 
tion, his present intention was to examine one single 
ground upon which the policy of distribution was 
urged. 

He had been persuaded to take this course at this 
time, because he had seen the short period which 
remained for the transaction of business during the 
present session of congress, the press of business to 
be done, and the great anxiety of the peculiar friends 
of the pre-emption bill for its passage. 

This should control his present action; but if the 
debate should take a different direction, or if he 
should retain a seat in the senate, and a future oc- 
casion shouid arise, in consequence of a future pro. 
secution of this policy, he might then claim the 
privilege of giving his sentiments at large upon the 
proposed measure in all its aspects. 

At the present time he would consider but one of 
the arguments by which it was supported in the 
country, and in the minds of a portion of the con- 
stituency of the present congress. He referred to 
its connexion with what is familiarly known as the 
tariff, or the protective policy of the country. It 
must be known to many members of the two houses 
of congress that, with a large portion of the people 
of the New England states, and he believed the same 
thing was true as to portions of his own and other 
states, this policy of the distribution of the proceeds 
of the lands was popular, not so much from any love 
to the appropriation and application of these pro- 
ceeds as from a wish to have that amount, whatever 
it might be, subtracted from the treasury, that there 
inight be an occasion to increase the duties on im- 
ports to an equal amount. This idea, if indeed it 
did prevail in the tariff states, must, it would be 
seen at once, rest upon the supposition that the 
more duties there were imposed upon imports the 
inore protection must be afforded to domestic ma- 
nufactures or products coming in competition with 
the imports thus burdened with duty. Is this a 
sound inference? He was aware the inquiry was 
addressed to those senators who represented states 
favoring the protective policy. He was not sure 





for no man could speak with any certainty on the 


him to be both. He was also sensible that ie, 
at the first impression, strike the minds of th...’ 
nators from the anti-tariff states as being ap Ang 
ment, if it had any foree, in favor of the Policy a 
the distribution. He entreated all to listen t. “9 
suggestions, and to take time to weizh them wall 
before they should be made the foundation of of. 
ficial action upon either side of this importan; 
question. 

When, then, does a duty commence to be Protec 
tive? Is it so either to our manufacturer or Our pro. 
ducer while the foreigner has the entire and ‘¢,. 
elusive possession of our market for the sale of his 
manufactured article or foreign production? All 
would say no. The duty, under such a state 
things, might fill the public treasury, but it coni, 
not, in any possible sense, protect any domestic 
interest. ‘The operation of the tariff of duties mys 
commence to be exclusive and prohibitory before it 
can begin to be protective. It must, to some ey. 
tent, shut the foreigner from our market, and Open 
it to the domestic manufacturer and producer, betors 
its protective features can be at all valuable; ang 
when this process once commences, the further it jg 
carried in its exclusive and prohibitory action, the 
more protective is the tariff under which it takes 
place. 

But what may be the effeet upon the revenue of 
this protective action? In the precise proportion jy, 
which it is exclusive and prohibitory, it must dj. 
minish the revenue upon imports. In other words, 
as far as any tariff shali be protective in its actioy 
and effect, just so far it must be a tariff not the most 
perfectly fitted for the purposes of revenue. That 
tariff which is best adapted to the purposes of re. 
venue, by itself considered, must be that which 
promotes the greatest amount of importations and 
the greatest amount of revenue combined. That 
tariff which is best adapted to the reasonable pur. 
poses of protection is the one which shall place 
American and foreign interest of the same character 
upon a par in our own markets, and this is the least 
which the tariff interest can desire. 

Try, then, the policy of this measure with these 
interests. It is now proposed to separate from the 
treasury, to give away the revenue fram the lands, 
our principal source of internal revenue, and that 
for the purpose of atiording an opportunity to impose 
higher duties where protection is desired. This is 
acting upon the principle, not simply that the higher 
the duty the greater will be the protection, but also 
that the bigher the rate of duty the greater will be 
the amount of revenue received. 

A single reflection will convince any one that this 
will be true only while the foreigner has the ex: 
clusive possession of the market, and, by necessary 
consequence, the duty is not protective at all, If 
the high rate begins to exclude the foreigner and Jet 
our own produce or manufactures compete with 
him in the market, the question of revenue imme- 
diately becomes incidental, and its amount will de- 
pend, regardless of the rate of duty, upon the ad- 
vantage which the state of trade and of the market 
gives ta the foreign or the domestic parties, at aly 
given period. Ifthe protective influence shall pre- 
dominate, the foreigner will be driven from the 
mrarket, and the revenue will fail. How, then, ist 
to be supplied? Most clearly, if immpost be the only 
resort, by a reduction of the rate of duty, until the 
foreigner can again come into the domestic market, 
upon grounds ofadvantageous competition. In other 
words, by taking from the tariff its protective and 
giving it a revenue preponderance. Can there be 4 
doubt that this must be the principle of action in all 
such legisiation? 

How, then, is the principle of protection to be 
preserved consistently with its action? By giving 
away or destroying all our sources of internal reve- 
nue, and making our treasary wholly dependett 
uponimposts? Or by fostering and preserving evely 
source of internal revenue, so far as the state of thie 
treasury will permit, that when our tariff for revenue 
shall, by the course of trade, or exchange, or nation- 
al policy, become protective, we may preserve !l 
so, and not be compelled to reduce our rates of duty, 
to invite the foreigner into our markets to undessell 
our own citizens, that our treasury may be sustained 
from the duty to be imposed upon the importatiors: 
The proposition now under consideration is ' 
give away to the states, to take from the nation 
treasury, our richest source of internal revenue, the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, an amount 
of from three and a half to four millions of dollars 
annually, and to throw that treasury exclusively 
upon a revenue from customs for dependence and 
support. This, too, is proposed to be done at a time 
when the whole revenue from lands and customs !% 
not equal to the payment of the ordinary expenses 
of the government. And why isthis strange policy. 
to be adopted?) Why is this most stable source © 





the position was sound or practical, but it seemed to 


revenue to be cut off, and given away in gratuities 
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when si are borrowing inoney to pay the expenses 


rounds assigned for the strange po- 
prin yresh the had Ae A favor the 
ire policy, by making the occasion for in- 
i duties upon iupports. Could it be necessary 
bre: more to show that this anes or 
‘nablez—that this policy would be suicida 
ogres it was a to protect? It 
med to him not. The proposition was too plain 
ra dmit of amplification. Duties, to be protective, 
; st be, toa greater or less extent, exclusive and 
ri hibitory —must have a tendency rather to dimi- 
Pah than to increase revenue, by giving a fair por- 
tion of the market to domestic products and manu- 
factures, to the exclusion of foreign; and, when there 
isa deficiency of revenue from iaposts under such 
a system, it must be supplied from internal sources, 
or the protection must be surrendered, the duties re- 
duced, greater advantages given to the foreigner in 
our market, and the importations be thus increased. 
Under our system, the internal sources of revenue 
are the proceeds of the lands, excise and direct tax- 
ation. Give away the former, and who expects a 
congress will ever be found to resort to either of the 
latter to raise revenue, when it can be raised by 
duties on imports? Who will believe that excise, 
or direct taxation, will ever be imposed to save a 
rotective tariff?) No man acquainted with the feel- 
ings of the people, or the action of legislative bodies 
elected by the people, would indulge such a hope. 
Our sources of internal revenue, then, which do 
not spring from taxation, must be preserved and fos- 
tered, or a protective policy cannot be independent- 
ly ursued, 
ake the articles of wool and woollens, the great 
northern and eastern interests. So regulate the ta- 
riff that American wool holds the market against 
the foreign article, and that American cloths can 
enter into the Perce seats of the country in fair 
competition with the foreign, and then experience, 
as at this time, a deficiency of revenue, that arising 


from an immense public domain having been taken | 


{rom the treasury, and given to the states. What 


taxation, protection will be very sure to be yielded, 


of duty. In short, if we place our treasury ina con- 
dition to be exclusively dependent upon customs, 
our policy must be to invite importations, to burden 
them as lightly as possible, iest they are turned into 
other channels; to make the trade of foreigners with 
us as profitable as possible, that they may consent, 
through its means, to supply our treasury. 

Can considerations such as these fail to convince 
the tariff interests in our country that they are not 
fostered by giving away our sources of internal re- 
venue, and forcing ourselves. into a state of entire 
dependence upon foreign trade for the supply of our 
national treasury? It seemed to him not, 

Nor could this view of the operation of this distri- 
bution, properly considered, render the measure or 
the policy more acceptable to the anti-tariff inter- 
ests. They desire the least possible amou.t of du- 
ties consistent with a healthiul and certain revenue, 
and it is admitted, on all hands, that the distribution 
to the states of the land revenue will produce the in- 
stant necessity of an increase of duties to the full 
extent of the money taken from the treasury for dis- 
tribution. Whatever, therefore, may be the effect 
upon the protective policy, the influence of the 
measure upon the free trade principle cannot be 
eguivocal. 

These suggestions had been hastily and crudely 
given, and yet he hoped he had sufficiently develop. 
ed his views to enable the members of the senate to 
understand him. It was to them he desired to ad- 
dress himself upon this point. They would reflect 
upon the ideas he bad thrown out, and he knew they 
would allow them all the weight they deserved, if, 
indeed, they should be found to deserve any. 

He would take up but a very few moments more 
| of their time in briefly replying to some other obser- 
vations of the senator from Kentucky. If he un- 
derstood that honorable senator—and he begged 
hitn to believe that he did not wish to misunderstand 
him—he said that the present administration had 





are youtodo. Will higher duties produce more 
revenue? Not in the case supposed; for when the 


spent one hundred and thirty-five millions of doliars 
inthe four years of its term; and that upon roads, 


countervailing policy will be likely to govern us;| nish them only when they should be found, after 
but if it is to be resorted to at the expense of direct| careful and fair examination, to deserve it. ‘The 


| papers and records Were’ soon to pass into their 
and the treasury supplied by areduction of our rates | 
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bands, and the means for investigation would be 
ample. Let not the desire to find fault be para- 
inount to the obligations of truth and justice. 

Another subject has given employment to the ho- 
norable senator’s talent for satire in no stinted mea- 
sure. He referred to the senator’s sedentary army 
of militia, which the president is said to have or- 
ganized, to prosecute the Indian war in Florida. 

Previous to the late elections, the honorable se- 
nator and his party told a very different story touch- 
ing the military designs and propensities of the pre- 
sident. Then his purpose was a “standing ariny’’ 
of 200,000 inen—militia, it is tree—to be used, not 
to subdne the murderous Seminole, but to prostrate 
the liberties of this free country, to break down the 
constitution and the union, and establish a military 
despotism upon the ruins. 

He (Mr. WricuT) could not forget this startling 
ground of the opposition during the late contest, be- 
cause he had then, as now, eoustantly found bimself 
contending upon this point before meetings of the 
people, and then, as now too, as the result had prov- 
ed, contending against antagonists who were more 
than a match for him. Then the president was a 
fearful despot, a tyrant, and threugh the instrumen- 
tality of the neighbors, our friends, our fathers, 
brothers, sons, the militia of the country, converted 
into a standing army, not of regular soldiers with 
their permanent officers, but of militia, was to de- 
stroy the liberties of this our beloved land, and to 
rule our sixteen millions of people as a military de- 
spot, supported and sustained by these 200,000 citi- 
zen soldiers! : 

What is the president now? In what frightful 
aspect does the senator present him to the country 
on thisday? As imbecile in the extreme; as to ter- 
ininate an Indian war of some four or five years? 
duration, which has baffled the efforts of our whole 
gallant little army for that entire period, by means 
of a sedentary army of SIX HUNDRED men; a corps of 
sedentary militia of that formidable number. 

One thing he (Mr. W.) hoped he might now as- 





sure himself, and that was, that this new army of six 


competilion is even, or balancing in javor of the do- | harbors, canals, ships, foitifications, &c. there had | hunared sitting men woukl net frighten from their 


inestic interests, more duties will be prohibition; 
and while protection may be rendered perfect by 
such legislation, all revenue will be lost. You must 
reduce the duty, then, and thus invite importations 
to raise your revenue, and, having no other resource, 
the policy would be compulsory. 

It is a mistake, then, to assume that this measure 
will necessarily favor the protected interests and the 
protective policy. It may injure both. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that forcing the treasury to an ex- 
clusive dependence upon revenue from imports will 
secure the system of protection. It may destroy it. 
The treasury of the nation inust be supplied; and if 
such imports as are consistent with the systein of 
protection do not yield the requisite revenue, the 
protection must be yielded to the necessity for reve- 
nue, 

There is another consideration growing out of the 
policy of i. aking the treasury dependent upon a re- 
venue from imports alone, which deserves the seri- 
ous exatnination of all before it shali be adopted as 
the policy for our country. Where wil rest the 
control, both as to our supply of revenue and the 
protection of our domestic interests under such a 
policy? Will it be in the hands of congress, or in 
foreign hands? Congress can invite, but congress 
cannot compel, importations. ‘Those great interests 
which regulate the trade of the world govern our 
importations; and they are, at all times, subject to 
the influences ot foreign interests and foreign policy, 
as wellas ourown. Make the treasury of the na- 
tion exclusively dependent upon these importations, 
and it, too, must be equally in subjection to the same 
influences. The protective features of our tariff be- 
come, in their operation, injurious to some impor- 
tant interest of a country with which our trade Is 
extensive, and produce a desire on the part of that 
country to change our rates of duty. Our treasury 
is solely dependent upon revenue from imports, and, 
by consequence, proportionably dependent upou 
linportations from the country in question. It stops 
its trade with us. Our revenue falls off, and our 
treasury is made empty, while we are told, reduce 
your rates of duty and the suspended trade shall be 
renewed and extended. Can congress regulate this 
attempt to control our policy by a foreign power’— 
By a countervailing policy it can; but that will not 
produce revenue, or fill our treasury; and, if our 
sources of internal revenue be destroyed, or given 
away, it can only be adopted and sustained by a re- 
sort to direct taxation. What, in such a case, would 
be likely to be done?» Would our system of protee- 
tion be adhered to, or our duties be reduced? If we 
lave the land revenue to supply the treasury, the 


been expended but nine millions of dollars. 

He (Mr. Wricur) had not the means at hand to 
examine this matter, but he believed in the four 
years they bad been in the habit of passing bills au- 
nually for fortifications of fromm a half to a million of 


cluding a permanent appropriation of half a million, 
to be exciusively expended for the increase of the 
navy, Separate from the support, repairs and the 
like, as well as sundry large appropriations for 


ly annually, if not entirely so; though for roads and 
canals, he was happy to know little or nothing had 
been done, because he considered all such expendi- 
tures by this government wrong in principle and 
impolitic in practice. ' 

[Mr. CrirTrenDEN said, in justice to himself, he 
should explain that he did not include the repairing 
of ships, and the pay of the officers and the inen, but 
the mere building of ships.) 

Mr. Waricurt had understood the senator to speak 
simply of the ships, and not of the pay, but he sup- 
posed he had intended to include rebuilding, repairs 
and similar expenditures. 

Well, then, the senator said there were some one 
hundred and twenty-six inillions of dollars which 
had been expended within four years, and how ex 
pended?) Why, expended in pursuance of appropri 
ations made by themselves (congress), and for that 
whole period they had had the honorable senator’s 
watchtulness and guardian care over them, constant- 
ly; and he believed he did that honorable senator no 
injustice when he said, that if he had seemed to feel 
wore dissatisfied at one time than another with the 
votes of him, (Mr. WriGut), it was when he voted 
against appropriatious, Sull he admitted there 
might have been abuses practised in expe:ditures— 
he was not prepared to say there had not been; but 
he said cheerfully—what the honorable senator froin 





challenged investigation, not in a spirit of triamph, 
but with a patriotic feeling towards the country and 
its interests. I1{ there had been abuse, let exposure 
and punishment be visited upon the guilty; on him, 
if he were the man; on his best friend; ou any man, 
whoever he might be, in this vast nation, who had 
embezzled the public money, who had squandered 
it improperly, or who had been unfaithful in a pe- 
cuniary trust. He again said, examine, but examine 
with justice and truth. That was all the favor he 
asked; and he now appealed to that great party, for 
some of the members of which he cherished a feel- 
ing bordering on friendship, to do to their oppo- 
nents justice—to tell the truth of them—and to pu- 





dollars; for the navy of from five to six millions, in- | 


steam ships; for harbors, large appropriations, near- | 


Pennsylvania (Mr. BucHANaANn) said yesterday—he | 


| propriety the great party of which the honorable se- 

nator was so distinguished a member, nor render 
them inconvenieutly uneasy in regard to the safety 
of the liberties .of 1he-country; most especially so 
when a few weeks must terminate the command of 
(heir present chieftain. 

Look at these positions. That man who, on the 
fist. days of November, was to cleave down the 
liberty of the people by a standing army of militia, 
was now, in January, to defend the country by 600 
men, Whose duty it was to sit, not stand, and who 
| Were litnited to an employment within twenty miles 
from the place on which they sat. Now, he thought 
there was a litte extravagance in all this; and he 
could not believe, after all, that there would there- 
by be much added to the expenses of the goven- 
inent. 

[Mr. CritrenpEN read the order of general 
Read, to which he bad referred, but the reporter 
could not obtain a copy. Of the authority of the or- 
der, Mr. C. said he knew nothing. {t had been plac- 
ed in bis hands, and was a publication from a news- 
paper. ] 

Mr. Wricut had only referred to the matter be- 
| cause it had been introduced by the honorable sena- 
tor. He thought it wholly irrelevant to the sub- 
_ject before the senate, and was not disposed to con- 
‘sume further time about it. What he had Jearned 
| from the remarks of the gentleman, and the extract 
he bad read from an unknown authority, constitut- 
ed the whole of his information upon the subject. 
He had never belore heard of even the existence of 
_ this militia force—this sitting army; and he certain- 
| ly did not desire to extend remarks upon a subject 

about which he knew nothing. 

A word upon another subject. The honorable 
| senator complained that there had been a wanton 
expenditure of money for supplies for the army in 
| Florida and the Creek and Cherokee countries; that 
provisions bad been purchased for high prices, 
which were not used; and that they had been sold 
at public auction for low prices. These might be 
facts. The senator read from a printed document 
which he (Mr. WricuT) had never seen, but which 
he presumed was good authority for his positions. 
| Did it follow, however, that the present president 

was in fault in the matter? Did it follow, by ne- 
cessity, that any person was in fault? and, if any 
person, would it not be more just to state who was 
the officer in command, who had charge of the pur- 
chases spoken of, and under what public agent the 
property had been thus Sacrificed? 

There had been a period in our bistory, if he was 
not mistaken as to facts, When provisions purchased 
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for the use of our armies, at a dearer rate even than 
those referred to by the senator, had been piled to- 
gether and burned, to further light fora distinguish- 
ed retreating general from a retreating enemy; and 
yet, neither the general, nor the administration un- 
der which he served, was condemned either for the 
military achievement, or the loss of the public pro- 
perty. This did not take place, as his memory told 
him, upon the southwestern, but upon the northwes- 
tern frontier, and not during the Florida war, but the 
war with England of 1812—’15. 

Had the officer in charge of this property in the 
Indian country pursued this course; had he, instead 
of his auction sale, burned the supplies, and made 
a precipitate retreat, the administration he served, 
as well as himself, might have been spared these 
sharp censures. He, however, as Mr. WRIGHT 
believed, had accomplished the duty assigned him, 
and was ready to dismiss his force to their homes, 
so far as they were militia, and to other service so 
far as they were regulars; and the supplies not be- 
ing wanted at the station where they were, and 
transportation being the principal ingredient of their 
cost, he took, whether wisely or not, the expedient 
of a public sale at auction rather than that of a se- 
cond transportation. If the prices paid at the sale 
were low, the loss was the greater, but it was not 
a total Joss, nor was the property consumed to fur- 
nish a light, not for a pursued, but retreating gene- 
ral. He thought, therefore, he was authorised to 
say that if the entire public lossin the one case was 
not cause for censure upon the general, but rather 
for his greater elevation, the partial loss in the other 
could not be a broad ground for the sweeping con- 
demnation of a whole administration. 


Mr. WessTeErR. I rise to say a few words in an- 
swer to the honorable member from New York, 
(Mr. Wricet), on the amendment which has been 
moved by the member from Kentucky, (Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN), and which proposes to connect with 
this pre-emption bill a provision for the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands among the 
states. 


I have been of opinion, for several years, that 
such a distribution, made on principles of justice 
and equity, doing justice to all the states, new and 
old, is a proposition whiclr makes daily progress in 
public favor, and must at no distant day, receive 
the sanction of congress. I have, indeed, little 
doubt that the measure will pass at the next ses- 
sion, carrying with it a proper provision, by way of 
pre-emption, for actual settlers, and fulfilling all the 
just expectations of those ol the new states to whom 
less of the public land has been given for purposes of 
improvement than to the others. But I shall not dis- 
cuss this subject now. 


The honorable member from New York has inti- 
mated that the general feeling, in favor of distribu- 
tion, which prevails in the northern and eastern 
states, arises from the hope that, when the treasury 
shall be deprived of the income from the land of- 
fices, it will become necessary to replenish it by 
laying heavier duties on importations, and that in 
this manner greater protection to American manu- 
factures my be secured. In other words, being not 
in favor of distribution, he invokes against it the 
fears of a high protecting tariff. 

It is not for me to say what reasons may actuate 
others, but such is not my ground of proceeding. If 
there were not asingle article produced in the coun- 
try which needed or deserved protection, [ should 
be of the same opinion T now ain. 

Whatever reason there is for distribution lies in 
this, that, looking to the original object of the ces- 
sions tnade by Virginia and other states, and to the 
fact that the debt of the revolution has now been 
paid, a fair case is presented to the states to say 
that the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
should be devided amongst them, according to num- 
bers, as the nearest approach that can now be made 
to the original intention, in the transaction of ces- 
sion. 


This is the general ground. No doubt it is a| 
measure affecting the finances and the state of the 
treasury, and this part of the case has not been over- 
looked. I know, of course, that distribution among 
the states, of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, reduces, by so much, the general receipt 
into the treasury, and for one I am quite ready to 
make up the deficiency by new duties, to be im- 
posed on certain articles of luxury. I have always 
spoken of such articles as proper subjects of duties. 
I have referred particularly to silks and wines— 
which are not of the class of protected articles It is 
true, congress has been strenuously petitioned to 
protect the silk manufacture, but the rate of duties 
which has been suggested would probably be little 
efficacious for such a result. 

But looking at the subject in a merely financial 


immediately to be Jaid on these articles. Why not? 
They are articles of consumption almost entirely by 
the more affluent. They are not of the necessaries 
of common life, or essential to any branch of our 
own industry. Why thea not collect duties from 
them; I am of opinion that an ad valorem duty of 
twenty or twenty-five per cent. would probably 
quite supply the deficiency caused by hit ie ragrme 
the proceeds of the lands from the treasury. An 
this is exactly what I recommend to be done. Dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the states, and make up the luss to the trea- 
sury by aduty on silks and wines. This is my 
opinion of our true policy, at the present moment. 
This question, thus stated, steers clear of all dis- 
pute about duties for protection. It puts the sim- 
ple question, at once, is it better for all the people 
that silks and wines should continue to come in free, 
or that they should be reasonably taxed at the cus- 
tom house, and the proceeds of the sales of land be 
divided among the states? This is the plain, narrow, 
direct question. 

The honorable member from New York supposes 
it not wise to rely entirely on duties on imports for 
the support of government. Certainly not, in time 
of war, or apprehension of war; but such duties 
have been our main reliance for two-thirds the his- 
tory of the government. Their amount is, of course, 
in some measure uncertain and fluctuating, but, hard- 
ly more so, in times of peace, than the amount of 
land sales. At the close of the late war, the income 
from the sales of lands was very small. I remem- 
ber to have called on Mr. Madison, on the 4th or 
5th of March, 1817, the period of his retirement 
from office. He spoke upon the subject of the 
public lands, and remarked that northern and eas- 
tern gentlemen were not sufficiently sensible of 
their importance, and went on to observe that, in 
his opinion with prudent management, they might 
be made to produce a million and a half a year, or 
certainly a million! So low was even his estimate 
at that time of the income to be expected from this 
quarter. We have seen it reach, at least, in one year, 
twenty times that amount. But even with such 
slight hopes from the public lands, and a debt of 
eighty ora hundred millions, the internal taxes were 
repealed, and the nation trusted to commerce for the 
supply of the treasury. 

The honorable member from New York seemed 
to put his reasoning into the form of a syllogism. 
You rely on importations, he argues, to furnish re- 
venne, and yet you lay duties to check importa- 
tions. 

[Mr. WricuT signified dissent to this state- 
ment.] 

Mr. Wesster. [ so understood him; but, of 
course, he can best explain his own meaning. 

(Mr. Wricut explained. He said his argument 
was this; his idea of protection was this. The 
idea of protection by duties carried with it the idea 
that they should be such as to preclude foreign com- 
petition; and to be protecting duties they need not 
be revenue duties; nay, they might operate to stop 
revenue altogether. ] 

Mr. Wezster. SoT understood the honorable 
member, exactly. And none can coubt that if a 
government relies on duties upon importations for 
its revenues, it would be absurd to lay duties so 
high as to prevent importation. Certainly, I main- 
tain no inconsistency of that kind. But it is not 
always true that moderate duties diminish importa- 
tion at all. Sometimes even high duties have not 
that effect. There is no reason to suppose that a 
small duty on silk would greatly diminish its im- 
portation. Nor is it certain that it would increase 
the price. Although the general rule is true, that 
duties are paid by the consumers, yet there are in- 
stances in which the duty falls on the producer, by 
depressing the price in the market of production. 
Our own experience in some articles of West India 
traffic has shown cases of that kind. All this de- 
pends on the nature of the article, on the number 
of markets which it finds in the world, and on the 
proportion of its whole produce which usnally finds 
a market in the country where the duty is laid. But 
this subject is too extensive and various to be dis- 
cussed now. 

In my opinion, duties necessary for revenue 
should and may be so laid as to give incidental pro- 
tection to our own labor, and that in this respect 
we have a wide field for just and careful selection. 
But it is my opinion also, that duties must be laid, 
sometimes, on articles, the labor of which we do 
not produce, and therefore where no such inciden- 
tal benefit accrues. And such is the case of silks 
and wines. The whole matter, I think can be sa- 
tisfactorily adjusted, if all parts of the country, and 
all interests, will consider the subject calmly, and 
not under the influence of any false alarm. 

Much has been said of the late election, its causes, 





point of view, it appears to me.that duties ought 


———$——— 
is not my habit to discuss such things in the senate. 
I co not indulge, however, in extravagant hopes “e 
the immediate restoration of our former pecsperii 
Things will mend, but their amendment must be tj, 
work of time as wellas of wisdom. The deep-seate4 
disease is, eee of the currency, and, in i, 
opinion, this will never cure itself. y 

I may be permitted to say that I think the frien, 
of the present administration may gracefully enoy ‘ 
abstain from angry declamation in advance against 
that which is to succeed. The coming administra. 
tion may fail to satisfy the country—that is uncertajy. 
but the present administration has failed—that is ce;. 
tain. One has been tried, and has not been fortunate: 
let the other have a fair trial. I believe the Person 
who has been elected to the presidency will bri, 
to the discharge of its duties as much uprightnes, 
of purpose, as frank and honorable feeling, and ag 
impartial a regard to all parts of the country and 
all interests, as any man ever brought to the perfor. 
mance of public duties. And I doubt not tha 
those who are elected, or who are to be elected, to 
seats in the next congress, as they will come fresh 
from their elections, and with a full knowledge of 
public opinion in various quarters, will be in acon. 
dition to act usefully and acceptably on leading pup. 
lic measures. 

[ had hoped that gentlemen here would have been 
found willing to leave these important questions to 
their successors. We are already past the middle 
of the short session. There is no reason to believe 
that a pre-emption bill, or any other measure re. 
specting the public lands, can get through both 
houses. Why, then, agitate such measures? Why 
consume time so unprofitably? On the subject 
of pre-emption, 1 have differed from many of my 
friends. 

I am favorable to it, and have supported pre-emp- 
tion bilistime and again. I shall be unwilling to vote 
against this. But we are only wasting time upon 
it. In the next session of congress, IT have no doubt, 
a distribution bill will pass, with proper provisions 
for actual settlers engrafted upon it. Such seems 
to be the general sense of the country, and since 
nothing can be done this session, I regret that so 
muchtime should have been consumed, and that so 
much more is likely to be consumed if the debate 
should be continued. For my part, I have no wish 
to be drawn into a general discussion on the subject 
of distribution at present. I see no benefit to be 
obtained by it. 

Mr. WRIGHT rose in rejoinder. It has been con- 
tended, said he, that the revenue for the present 
year will be inadequate to the expenses of govern- 
ment. ‘The honorable senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
CRITTENDEN) has pressed this consideration on the 
friends of the expiring administration as those who 
are supposed still to possess the controlling power 
here. Ifthe fact be so, | had supposed it would be 
the most direct course for gentlemen to have laid a 
tax on luxuries during this session, and thus make 
it sure that the revenue will be equal to the wants 
of the government, and not first to subtract one- filth 
from the receipts of the treasury; for then there will 
certainly be a deficit. 

I know that after one year more your revenue on 
luxuries is to fall fearfully, and I thought that one ot 
the best resources against the revulsion likely to be 
created by such a state of things was to leave a mo- 
derate tax on those articles which the senator calls 
luxuries. He believes that it will do to take away 
three or four millions of the proceeds of the public 
lands, and to tax luxuries to make up the deficit. 
He would, however, take this landed revenue only 
for a limited number of years. If we are to take 
this money from the treasury to give it to the states, 
the people must be immediately taxed to supply the 
deficit. Why not let them be saved from this round: 
about proceeding? Why not lay a tax at once aud 
distribute it? Where is the difference? 

Mr. Werster, across. I will tell you.] 
suppose that the senator will say that, with re- 
spect to the public lands, there is a peculiar obliga- 
tion growing out of the articles of cession; but I 
will endeavor, even against him, (and if I can 
against him I can against any man upon earth), (0 
demonstrate that there is nothing in the deeds of 
cession under which we have received the land that 
in the least contradistinguishes the proceeds from 
the publie domain from any other branch or portion 
of the public revenue; and if there be, that it neve! 
has been regarded in practice. If the payment of 
the debt of the revolution was the contingency 0! 
which our enjoyment of the proceeds of these lan4s 
depends, that debt exists at this moment aga charge 
on the treasury. But I will not enter on that ques: 
tion. 

Mr. BEenTON said he had heard a condensed al 
gument from the senator from Massachusetts in !a- 
vor of the constitutionality of distribution. That 





and its probable consequences to the country. It 


argument (said Mr. B.) contains all I ever heard 
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who shall be here when the final vote 
every Sento remember the argument he has heard. 
18 hee - and when the application comes, I wish 
this 1 apply the argument to the bill, and see 
nether it goes one iota further towards covering 
: ‘ “proad ground of the bill than a yard and a half 
if earpeting would towards covering this floor. 
ornattl the argument? I wish to fix the attention of 
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upon it: for that is the whole argument— 

oe the assertion, that it is all that ever has or 
can be urged in this house or out of it in favor 
of distribution. What is the bill? To distribute 
among the states the revenue from the public lands: 
but from what lands? from the pine barrens and 
gands of Alabama? the swamps of Mississippi? the 
rolling hills of Ohio? or the wide prairies of Indiana 
and Illinois? Is this the extent of the bill? No: 
while the argument goes to this extent, and no fur- 
ther, the bill goes down into Florida—crosses the 
Mississippi, and goes out into the rich and fertile 
bottoms of Louisiana. While the argument lies on 
this side the river, the bill goes over on the other. 
I defy the ingenuity of man to present an argu- 
meut which will cover the distribution of a single 
dollar derived from the lands of France and Spain, 
which will not equally justify the division of every 
- dollar received at the custom house, and of all be- 
- sides which the government possesses. I have lis- 
tened attentively: it is the same argument I have 
heard always; and sorry I am to see the states fram- 
ing instructions bottomed upon an argument which 
lies on this side the river, while the territory to be 
divided lies on the other. I have always intended 
to confine the bill to the argument—to restrict the 
operation of the bill to the odds and ends of land on 
this side the river—to confine the operation of the 
bill to the argument of the senator from Massachu- 
setts and the rest of the senators from the old states. 
That motion will be made and rejected. You will 
cross the river, by your bill, without one word to 
justify it, and ween you have expended that money, 
you will go to the revenue from the custom house. 
I repeat the prediction once more, that, when the 
states shall once have tasted that blood, they will be 
satisfied with no other foud. Yet the senator from 
Massachusetts repeats to us, as something wonder- 
ful, that the states are becoming inore and more in fa- 
vor of the measure of distribution. Did I nottell you 
that from the first? Did I not predict tbat the states, 
once familiar with distribution, will at last seize 
upon the current revenue of the government, and 
leave this federal government a mere engine to col- 
lect money from the people and distribute it among 
the states, till we are brought to the condition of 
the old confederation, save that the parties are re- 
versed, and the states demand their quotas from the 
general government, instead of the general govern- 
ment demanding their quotas from the states? I 
rejoice that the senator from Massachusetts has de- 
livered his condensed argument: it inay possibly be 
the last time he will have the opportunity to make 
that argument in this place. Huis argument is on 
this side the river, and within the 3ist degree of la- 
titude, and his bill lies beyond both; we may there- 
fore see, in all its nakedness, the true unjustifiable 
nature of the proposition to take the landed revenue 
of the government and divide it among the states. 
Now, from this error, we may see another. From 
the senator’s assuinption that the revenue from the 
lands reverts to the states, he denies our right to 
tax—to tax silks and wines—French silks and 
French wines. It is on the assumption that we 
possess the constitutional right to take the landed 
revenue of the government and divide it among the 
states that the constitutional right of taxing results. 
What becomes of the second part of the argument? 
It is a mere naked proposition to use our tax-col- 
lecting power to get money todistribute among the 
States. Here we can see the naked object of the 
bill. They are for taking the land revenue arising 
from the rich lands of Louisiana and Florida, and 
dividing it among the states. Thatis it; there you 
have the naked proposition—the naked, undisguis. 
ed proposition. Adopt this, and how long will it 
be till you have bills brought into congress to raise 
twenty, thirty, fifty millions of dollars and distribute 
ainong the states? A shorter distance than it has 
been from the first introduction of a motion to die- 
tribute the surplus revenue until the present mo- 
ment. Trose for the purpose of marking this—to 
markit. After hearing the argument of the senator 
from Massachusetts, [ resolved that we should not 
rise frum our places before I had shown that the 
argument did not touch the bill: that the whole 
proceeds worth having are expected to be derived 
from Louisiana; so that, if that were left out, they 
Would not care one straw for the bill. I now repeat, 
What I said some days ago, that I am ready to prove 
that a tax on French silks and French winesis atax 
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4 d in its favor: when we have heard the sena- } on the tobacco of Missouri and the cotton of the 
: ue argument, We have heard the whole. I desire|south. If the exigencies of the government require 
~ tor 


more revenue, I am willing to impose the tax; but 
when that is not the case, and excuses have to be 
made for it, lam opposed to lay a tax on one-half of 
the United States, to be divided, as it is pretended, 
among all the states of the union, but in fact to give 
a far larger proportion of the money to that portion 
of the union lying north of the tobacco and cotton- 
growing region. This part of the states is to have 
a Benjamin’s portion: nearly two to one of the 
whole amount derived from taxing cotton and to- 
bacco. Our commerce with France grows out of 
the cotton and tobacco trade. Four- fiiths of the to- 
bacco she consumes is American; and nine pounds 
out of ten of all the cotton she imports are from 
this country. I will not go into that now, but 
when gentlemen come forward with their tax on 
French silks and French wines I will prove it. 
That we must pay this tax ourselves rests on no 
false logic; and we are now ealled on to exercise 
an unconstitutional power over the revenue for the 
sake of leading to a result which is as unconstitu- 
tional. 

And now, inthe most amicable spirit, I shall take 
farewell of the honorable senator. hope he will 
set himself to work to restore the prosperity of the 
United States. I have always been taught to be- 
lieve that when the people are eulightened on the 
subject of the taxes they pay they have nothing to 
fear. The government has done its part. What 
direct tax has it imposed? Has it not refused to 
lay one on bank paper? And as to indirect taxa- 
tion, one-half of the entire amount of our foreign 
commerce has been wholly untouched; and in re- 
gard to the remaining half, some few classes have 
been individually affected; but I say that, during 
the previous eight years, not one tax has been laid 
upon the farmers of the country, and that our fo- 
reign taxation has been lighter than has ever been 
known. With regard to foreign nations, how do 
we stand? Has not every channel of trade been 
fully explored? Not only have all the ancient chan- 
nels been kept open, but new ones have been dis- 
covered. We hear of our merchant ships in regions 
unknown before; our flag waves in every wind, and 
ranges the entire ocean, from pole to pole. I have 
no doubt that, at this very moment, American mer- 
chants are successfully prosecuting the interests of 
commerce while separated from us by half the 
globe. And are we to be told that they have been 
the victiins of tyranny and oppression—that the go- 
vernment has destroyed their property—and that 
it is the new administration who are to take them 
by the hand, as a band of brothers, and to restore 
the national prosperity? I tell gentlemen that, so 
far as they deviate from the course pursued by 
their predecessors, they will create, not prosperity, 
but oppression and misery. One thing they have 
done—and [ will call it by its name: they have 
effected a revolt of the money power against the 
democracy of the American people. I say that, 
from the time of the Pretorian cohorts of Roime, 
there has not occurred a more regular revolt than 
the revolt of the money power to put down the de- 
mocracy of this country. The business of the 
whole country has been convulsed and the curren. 
cy destroyed. The friends of the administration 
may submit to this; but, as to the democracy, they 
do not mean to submit to it. | say that the govern- 
ment has done just what it should; it has imposed 
light taxes, given us a free commerce, and main- 
tained peace with all the world. What is the point 
to which the public mind is now directed? Every 
body is looking tc the federal government to. nake 
them rich. All men seein to be seeking their for- 
tune, not from the ordinary sources of econom 
and industry, but from the action of thé federal go- 
vernment. There is a devouring thirst for benefits 
trom this government; one general, ferocious ap- 
petite tor office. {[t is sickening to witness boys 
not yet grown, whose chins hav« not yet got the 
down on them, crying out for office, office. Aged, 
erey-ueaded men, followed by crowds of ladies, all 
join in to swell the cry of office, office, office. Mo- 
ney, money is wanted in all quarters, and is ex- 
pected tocome from this government. Have we 
not ten thousand registered claims presented here 
frum year to year? Do not the people come up to 
this capitol as they would come toa well, and draw 
out the money of the treasury by claims of all sorts 
and descriptions? And if you stop them for a time, 
the tide is but dammed up and backed up; and, the 
longer you stop it the stronger it becomes. I here 
predict that, at the called session which is to take 
place, the people may look out to see claims passed 
here which have been presented and rejected for 
forty years. You will see the American people, 
having received a false direction, instead of looking 
to their own resources and their own industry under 
| the protection of a government known to them ouly 





by its benevolent action, turn towards this govern- 
ment with minds excitea and inflamed by misrepre- 
sentations, rushing here for office from all quarters 
of the land. Noris this all. Whatis now sought by © 
individuals will then be songht by masses. What is 
now attempted by individuals who segregate them- 
selves into smaller associations will then be attempt- 
ed by the aggregate of these associations, and states 
will be found marching up in phalanx and saying 
to this general government, we must have money. 
When that demand shall be presented, how man 
gentlemen will-be found here who will not stand up 
for the claim of their own state? How many will 
be found with sufficient purity of patriotism to be 
willing to quit this capitol, never to see it again? 
It is all vain to say that this central government is 
in danger of swallowing up the states. ‘There was 
indeed such a danger while its action was confined 
to political power; but, the moment its action is 
changed into the power of money, the states are at 
once on the paps of the government; and this federal 
government will be found helpless and lifeless, with 
scarce a huinan being to stand up in its defence. — 
Whether it be a surplus of revenue, or money from 
the public lands, if the states demand it, we shall 
give it tothe states. Who will they be who consi- 
der themselves as belonging to the general govern- 
ment, and bound to defend its interest? We? We 
belong to the states. No; it will not have a human 
being to save it. Iam not given to despair; but, 
since [ have seen this general, devouring thirst for 
office and for money; and since I have found con- 
gress becoming passive, and all the states coming 
up and by their resolutions demanding the fede- 
ral revenue, I do look forward to the day when 
this government will be stripped of its last dollar. 
I deprecate the day when the whole community 
shall expect to have its prosperity advanced by this 
government. Men are not content with a govern- 
ment whieh taxes them lightly and preserves peace 
with a‘l the world, but expect to have their indivi- 
dual fortunes made by the government. We have 
had claims of all sorts for internal inprovements, 
for protection, and for almost every thing else; but 
now the states have brought their demand for re- 
venue; yes, for the current revenue of the govern- 
ment. We are arrived at the last stage of this pro- 
cess. We have made head against individuals; we 
have even withstood classes of men; but now they 
come upon us by states, and the federal government 
is left without even a lifeguard to defend it 

Mr. WesstTer observed that the honorable sena- 
tor from New York (Mr. Wricur) had said that 
he should be able, at the proper time, to show that 
the grant from the states created no fair claim for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands. 
So (said Mr. W.) that senator defeats me on this 
side the Mississippi; the honorable member from 
Missouri says that, the public land beyond the Mis- 
sissippi not being derived from cession, but obtained 
by purchase from other governments, my argument 
does not apply to it; and so he defeats me on the 
other side of the Mississippi; and thus, between the 
two gentlemen, I am left with no ground to stand 
on. The time will come for discussing the first 
question with the honorable gentleman fron New 
York; and as to the land west of the Mississippi, I 
am confident I stand, in regard to it, on the highest 
possible authority, for the member from Missouri 
himself has, for the last three days, been voting to 
give away and distribute a great part of that as well 
as of the rest of the public dotnain to some of the 
states. WhenTI shall hear the chain of argument 
by which he is prepared to give away thirty-five 
per cent. of the proceeds of all the public land in 
Missouri, I will take the same ground of argument 
to show that, if the proceeds of these lainis can be 
given to some of the states, tuey can be given toall 
the states. 

Mr. Benton. The senator from Massachusetts 
was, I believe, not in his seat when I said that I 
voted for the amendment of the senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. CALHOoUN), proposing a cession of 
the lands, only asa hammer wherewith to knock 
on the head the other amendment of the senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen), in favor of 
distribution. I had no idea of going either for ces- 
sion or distribution as amendments to a pre-emp- 
tion bill. 

Mr. Wesster. Did I understand the sanator to 
say that he would not vote for cession? 

Mr. Benton. I said that I had bronght in the 
first pre-emption bill ever introduced here, and that 
it contained all the three ideas of pre-emption right, 
graduation of the price of the land, ard, alter a cer- 
tain time, the cession of the remainder to the states. 

Mr. Wesster. Then the senator was in favor 
of cession. 

Mr. Benton. I was for cession on certain terms. 

The senate now adjourned. 


— 





[DEBATE TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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CHRONICLE. 

Tue Arap vesseL Suitanes, so splendidly fitted 
out by our government last summer: forthe sultan of 
Museat, arrived at Zanzibar after a passage of 120 
days from New York, and 20-froi the Cape of Good 
Hope. Captain Drinker, who went out as navigator, 
returned in the Brenda. Capt. D. had strong induce- 
ments held out to him by the sultan, to remain in his 
service, such as the command of the best frigate in his 
navy, with the ‘prospect of a voyage to New York 
within a year, &c. but he declined. The sultan also 
endeavored to retain by tempting offers the four Ame- 
rican seamen who went out with capt. Drinker; but 
one, however, ay “eager proposals. His navy is 
composed of many tine ships, all built at Bombay, of 
teak wood, but they are entirely neglected and suffcr- 
ed to go topieces. The inhabitants are described as a 
ver thy, half-naked, slavish race, and the town a 
collection of hovels scarcely fit for dog kennels. 


ARTIFICIAL LIGHT—COMPARATIVE COST. One poise 
of tallow candels will burn, on an average fifty hours; 
the light from them, therefure,is equivalent to that from 
fitty candles burning one hour, and cost seven pence, 
An imperial gallon of sperm oil, in an argand lamp, 
burns 104 hours, yielding a light equal to five candles; 
the total quantity of light being that of 250 candles for 
one bour, and costing 7s. 6d. Five cubic feet of well- 
purified gas, in an argand burner, affords a light equal 
to twelve candles during one hour, and its cost is one- 
twentieth of a shilling, or rather more than a half- 
enny. 

7 By” the introduction into the house of commons of 
the bude light, a saving is effected to the country of 
upwards of £1,000 per annum. ‘The body of the house 
is now lighted for twelve shillings a night, and the li- 
brary, passages, committee rooms, &c. are lighted for 
£130 per session. [London paper. 


America. Mr. Catherwood, the panorama gentle- 
man, and Mr. Stevens the celebrated traveller in the 
east, are both about to deliver a course of lectures in 
New York, relating to their discoveries in Central 
America. 


AMERICAN HisTORY. Mr. Jared Sparks who has de- 
voted himself so successfully in researches in the pub- 
lic offices and libraries of both England and France for 
documents relaiive to the early and revolutionary his- 
tory ot this country, returned in the steamer Columbia, 
after an absence of ten months. From the public ar- 
chives, as well as from the British museum, and the 
Royal library in Paris, he has procured some copies of 
curious and highly interesting manuscripts relative to 
the first settlement of this country. On a former occa- 
sion Mr. S. was engaged abroad more than a year in 
the same pursuiis. e results have been seen in the 
works which he has since published. 


Banks. The New York correspondent of the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, of the 28th ult. says:—“I notice in 
the report of the state treasurer at Albany, that the free 
banks of New York, which have exploded, have fallen 
in consequence of trusting too much to their own cre- 
dit. ‘Thestate stocks obtained were purchased upon 
credit. Six of the broken banks were debtors for these 
securities to the amount of between seven and eight 
hundred thousand dollars. The states, of course, suffer 
from such customers; and Indiana, Lain told, is a great 
loser.” 

Bank of the U. S. of Pa. We have information from 
the proper source (says the National Gazette) that the 
board at its meeting of Saturday, made a distinct ap- 
yropriation of securities to an amount which, it is be- 
ieved, will amply cover the claims of the other city 
banks for the post notes held by taem. ‘The trustees 
appointed are five gentlemen from the five principal 
creditor banks. 

Besides this, the board agreed to place in the hands 
of trustees, securities whicn are considered adequate to 
cover the circulation of the other post notes, the depo- 
sites and bank balances. We learn that the appropria- 
tion for the latter purpose will be made atonce. These 
very proper measures will, we hope, raise ihe circula- 
tion to the fair and ordinary standard of non-specie pay- 
ing banks. 

Ale 


Canats. The New York canal is now said to be 
navigable throughout its whole iine. 

The Rochester Democrat states that the water was 
let into the enlarged canal, through the city, on Wed- 
nesday last, to the no small gratification of some thou- 
sand spectators, who had collected to witness the rush. 
It foreed itself through the dam, at the last end of the 
aqueduct, and made a subterraneous passage through 
into Exchange and Buffalo streets, doing considerable 
damage. 


Corn—price at New York 53; at Philadelphia 53; 
at Baltimore 51 for yellow, 47 for white; at Charleston 
51 a 55; Savannah 55 a 56. 


Corron—sales at N. York, as last quoted; at Charles- 
ton, April 24th, 6,660 bags at 9a 11} cts.; at Savannah, 
April 24th, 2,434 bales, same prices; at New Orleans 
quotations, on the 2lst April, were, (Liverpool classifi- 
cation) ordinary 9 a 93; middling 10; middling fair 105; 
fair 11; full fair 114; good fair 12; good and fine 125; 
fancy crop 134 a 14; average lists 9§ a 11. 


Deatus reported for the last week in New York 140, 
of whum, 40 by consumption; and 27 under 2 years of 
age. At Baltimore 37, of which 9 were by consump- 
tion, 6 of old age; 14 below 2 years of age: 7 free color- 
ed and 1 slave. | 





Eection in Virernta. Congressional. We have 
sufficient returns to ascertain that the following named 


persons are elected. ‘3 
sition, 


Whigs. O 
Francis Mallory, John W.. Jones, 
Henry A. Wise, George B. Cary, 
John M. Botts, Linn Banks, 
John Tallaferro, W. O. Goode, 
Cuthbert Powell, Lewis Steenrod, 
T. W. Gilmer, Walter Coles, 


Wm. L. Goggin, 

R. W. Barton, (gain), 
A. H. H. Stuart, (gain), 
G. W. Summers, (gain), 
R. M. T. Hunter, (independent), is re-elected. 

| This is a net whig gain of two mam rate ja. 

State senate. The last senate was politically divided 
equaily. Of the eight senators. whose terms expired 
but three were whigs, and we have accounts of their 
re-election. 
nator, which will give them, without further changes, a 
majority of two in the senate. 

House of delegates. In the last house of delegates 
the whigs had 71 votes, V. B. 63 votes, and there was 
one usually described as an “impracticable.” — . 

Eighty-three counties have been heard from, from 
wh.ch 62 whigs, 51 Van Buren and 2 wnpracticables 
have been chosen—ihe whigs have so far lost 10 or 11. 
and gained 6 members—which leaves the result ex- 
ceedingly doubtful. If the remaining counties remain 
as at the last April election, the opposition will have a 
majority in the howne=-bet if as at the November elec- 
tion the tmpracticables will once more have the casting 
vote in hand, 


Excuaness, including certificates and checks; (bank 
notes on distant places } per cent. greater discount.)— 
New York on Boston, par a }; Philadelphia, 33; Balti- 
more and Washington, 43; Richmond, Norfolk, Ra- 
leigh, 5 a 53; Charleston. 14; Augusta, 12 a 15; Colum- 
bus, 15; Savannah, 34; Mobile, 94; interior of Alabatna, 
104; New Orleans, 6; St. Louis, 8; Louisville, Cincin- 
nati, 74; Nashville, 124. Bills on London, 7 a 73; on 
France, 5f. 273. 


Proressor Espy has returned to Philadelphia, after 
a highly gratifying visit to England and France. The 
Inquirer says: “He speaks in the warmest manner of 
his reception on the other side of the water, and of the 
kindness and courtesy which were every where extend- 
ediohim. He lectured atthe principal towns and cities 
with much effect, and to large audiences.” 


Fires. The flour mills of the Messrs. Fagin, on the 
Miami canal, in Cincinnati, were destroyed by fire on 
the 13th instant, loss $20,000; noinsurance. At Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. on the 17th instant, the stable and hotel 
of Thomas Hall, and the store and dwellings of Jacob 
ie Joseph Grafius. The loss is from 30 to 40 thousand 

ollars. 


Frour. At New York $5 for Genesee, $4 75 for 
good southern; stock in market reduced. At Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore $4 50 a $4 374. Charleston, S. 
C. $55 a $6 00. 

Mart contracts. The postmaster general has been 
busy making contracts for carrying the mails, which 
we understand have been effected on an average of 
twenty per cent. less than they have been made at for 
the last twelve years. The Kennebec Journal states 
that the mail from Portsmouth to Bangor is to be car- 
ried fur less than half what has been paid tor several 
years. 


McLeop. A bill has been reported in tlre N. York 
legislature to provide for a special circuit court for the 
trial of McLeod. 


Mircuett, the forger, late M. C. is at Montreal, 
spendiig money freely at gambling and in houses of 
ill-fame, under the assumed name of Goodwin. He 
was arrested a few days since and taken before the 
police, but succeeded by feeing lawyers in getting clear. 
His trunk however was searched, and about $4,000 
was fuund in it mostly of notes of the Girard bank. 


E. W. Hubbard, (gain). 


Opium TRADE. It appears, according to the late ad- 
vices from Canton, that during the past year the abo- 


The whigs have carried also another se-|_ 





was taken from the decision, 
gued before the court of error, and the judges roy 

ed the former decision, giving their reasons at “hang 
and thus settling the question there, as we suppose i 
considered settled here, [at Philadelphia], viz: tharsie 
company is not accountable to its servants for the a = 
of its servants. (U.S. G a 


+» Gazette. 
Ramway TRAVELLING. We are informed that th 
number of passengers conveyed upon the Great We. 
tern line, in the six months ending the 31st Decembe, 
last, amounted to upwards of 648,000, and that Not A 
singleefatal accident has happened to one of them. Of 
this number about 492,000 were carried on the Londo 
divisior of the line, and 156,000 on the line between 
Bristol and Bath, the opening of which took place . 
the 3lst of August last. ‘There can be no doubt that “ 
soon as the whole line is opened, the number of Shaeen. 
gers will greatly exceed one million and a half per ap. 
num. [Railway Mag. 


Mrs. Sicourney. The friends of this gifted lady wl 
be rejoiced to hear that she was a passenger home jn 
the Great Western. 


Stavers. The British brig Wasp, arrived at New 
York on Sunday last, left at Sierra Leone, about fitty 
days ago, twelve prizes, slavers, belong to different 1). 
tions. 

_ Captain Ward, a passenger on board the ship Gro. 

tius, below at Boston, from Manilla, and last from §;. 
Helena, reports that seven vessels, slavers, had arrived 
at St. Helena, with seven hundred slaves, prizes to H. 
B. M. cruizersou the west coast of Africa. The las 
that arrived (March 2d) threw overboard sixty dead 
slaves in sight of St. Helena. | 


SreamBoats. The South American, on her way 
from New York to Albany, on the night of the 241) 
ult. broke her main shaft; and, the engine continuing 
to work, broke her machinery to fragments, throwin: 
pieces of it in all directions, severely wounding two or 
three and scalding two or three more, one of whom ias 
since died. 

The Henry Eckford, captain Tice, and old boat used 
at New York for towing, &c. exploded her boilers on 
the 27th ult. killing and wounding several persons-- 
amongst the latter the captain who was badly scalded 
and had his leg broken. 


Sream suips. The Great Western will leave New 
York, and the Columbia will leave Boston this day, Is: 
of May. 

Ti Britannia, was to leave Liverpool on the20jh 
ult. 

The steamer President which left the port of New 
York on the 11th March, had not reached England 
at our latest dates. 

On the 13th of March a violent storm was experi 
enced. A vessel which arrived on the 31st of March 
at New York, reported that on the 20th, in lat. 42 35, 
long. 59, saw a steamboat steering E. by S. which it 
is supposed was the President. 


Stocks. 575 United States Bank of Pennsylvania 
shares at New York April 28, at 17a17$; 9,200 New 
York canal sixes at 85; 9,000 Indiana fives at 53}. 

Even the siock of the state of New York, which is 
as good as gold, and much of which pays an_ interest 
of seven per cent. is eight or ten per cent. below its 
par value. Oiher stocks run far below the stocks of 


New York. 


Tue season. So backward and wet a spring—such 
late and severe frosis—so cold an April—has seldom 
been experienced in this latitude. The American Far- 
mer of the 23th says: “‘Work of all kind in the country 
istwo or three weeks behind hand. Many have not 
yet sowed a bushel of oats, nor run a furrow for corn— 
every farmer being aware that nothing is so destructive 
as ploughing land when too wet. Wheat, generally, 
ips tolerably well.’ 

Vessels which have recently arrived at New York, 
all concur in their statements of the immense islands of 
ice which were encountered in their last trips across 
the Atlantic; also, that gales of extraordinary severity 
were experienced on the voyage. 

It is said that loaded teams were crossing Lake 


minable traffie in opium, notwithstanding the edicts of ! Champlain at Pittsburg on the 23d April. There are 


the emperor, has been carried on in China to an 
extent unprecedented in any former year. Not less 
than 30,000 chests have been sold at Canton and on 
the coast, at an average price of not Jess than $600 per 
chest, drawing from ite country coin and bullion tu 
the amount of etghtcen millions of dolurs, 

(Boston Mer. Journal. 


Carratn Epmonp Fanntne, one of the oldest ship- 
masters in the United States, died at New York last 
week. Captain Fanning was for many years engag- 
ed in the sealing and whaling trade, and made repeat- 
ed and protracted voyages in the Pacific and southern 
Ocean, in the courseof which he effected valuabte 
discoveries. 


Law case. Acts of servants. A case of some im- 
portance has recently been tried in Charleston, S. C. 
A man employed to assist the engineer of a locomo- 
tive on the rail road had his leg crushed so badly that 
it was subsequently amputated. It was caused, in 

art, by carelessness in the chief engineer, and partly 
by accident. The sufferer sued the company for da- 
mages caused by their servant, (the engineer in chief), 
and judgment was given in his favor on the grounds 
that the company was liable for the acts of its servants 





to its servants, as well as to the public. An appeal 


three feet of snow only ten or twelve miles west of the 
lake. The farmers are nearly all out of hay, and their 
cattle in a starving Condition. 


THE TEMPERANCE REFORM. The legal voters of 
Thomaston, Maine, at their late annual meeting, de- 
cided by a vote of 350 to 16, in favor of withdrawing 
licenses, 

A paragraph is going the rounds of the public pa- 
pers, attributing the great temperance reformation (0 
the influence of Dr. Rush’s essay, published in 1804.— 
It should not be forgotten that the Quaker society was 
in a strict sense, a T'e-total-abstinance society, long be- 
fore that period, and their discipline continues rigidly 
to forbid the use of intoxicating liquors. 

The delegates from the Washington Temperance 
society of Baltimore, have created quite a sensation i” 
New York and Boston, where they are listened to by 
immense multitudes, many of whom have enrolled their 
names. 


Tea. The cargo of the Panama, sold at New York 
on the 27th at advanced prices, notwithstanding the 
quantity in store in this country as well as in England, 
is equal to the demand for a long time to come. Tlie 
merchan's must have been persuaded that the differencé 
between England and China would con:inue. 
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